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ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF FINANCE/ECONOMICS RETIRES

Gerald “Jerry” Root joined the faculty at LSSU as an adjunct instructor in
2002, and as a full time Assistant Professor in 2003. He received tenure in
2008 and was promoted to the rank of Associate Professor in 2013. Prof.
Root describes teaching as a second career. Before teaching at LSSU he was
an instructor at North Central Michigan College. Jerry had a distinguished
first career in industry before coming to LSSU. He was Vice President for
Employee Benefits at Comerica, the Senior Vice President and Chief
Investment Officer at Texas Commerce Bank and then switched to Sales in
Institutional Fixed Income Sales for Merrill Lynch, and as Vice President of
Investments at Prudential Securities and at First of Michigan Corporation.
On Jerry’s teaching evaluations, students often comment on his
knowledgeability and his ability to bring real world examples from his first
career in the classroom. Jerry and his wife Deb hope to travel a little more
and enjoy their farm animals. Congratulations Prof. Root!!

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF ECONOMICS SLATED TO JOIN LSB FACULTY

LSB will welcome Prof. Georgi Kalchev as Assistant Professor of
Economics beginning Fall 2022. Prof. Kalchev received a Ph.D in
economics from Southern Methodist University, an MA in economics from
University of ITowa and a BA in economics from American University in
Bulgaria. Prior to joining the Lake State faculty in the Fall of 2022, Georgi
worked as a senior lecturer in economics at NUIST-Reading Academy in
China and was also an Associate Professor of Economics at American
University in Bulgaria. Welcome Georgi!




DELTA MU DELTA INDUCTEES
]

Lake Superior State University's Lukenda School of Business inducted six students into the international business honor
society, Delta Mu Delta at their annual Senior Dinner. Delta Mu Delta has more than 200 chapters worldwide, with
150,000-plus members. Inductees must have a minimum GPA of 3.25 and be in the top 20% of their class. The
Accreditation Council for Business Schools and Programs (ACBSP), from which LSSU’s business program earns
accreditation, also recognizes the honor society. New members include Austin DeGrand (Escanaba, MI), Hunter Diehl
(Morrisville, NC), Sydny Hagan (Sault Ste. Marie, MI), Dustin Manz (Vanderbilt, MI), Mattison Rayman (Otsego, MI) and
Kelly Walter (Coloma, MI).

HONOR SOCIETY
IN BUSINESS

(L-R): Prof. Mindy McCready, Sydny Hagan, Kelly Walter,
Dustin Manz, Hunter Diehl, Mattison Rayman.

STUDENTS COMPETE IN BPA NATIONAL LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE — DALLAS, TX

Bay de Noc Community College/LSSU Regional Center
students recently traveled to Dallas, TX to attend the
Business Professionals of America (BPA) National
Leadership Conference. All five students took the
podium in their respective events. Austin DeGrand —
15t place Business Law & Ethics, 31 place in Banking &
Finance and 34 place in Fundamental Desktop
Publishing. Nicole Noblet — 15t place in Fundamental
Desktop Publishing and 2nd place in Ethics &
Professionalism. Erik Beals — 15t place Computer
Security/IT Specialist Network Security, 15t place
Business Meeting Management Concepts, 15t place
Parlimentary Procedure Concepts.

L-R: Nicole Noblet, Erik Beals, Austin DeGrand, Dylan Messina,
Maia Roll

OUTSTANDING STUDENT AWARD WINNERS
|



Graduating Lake Superior State
University student Claudia Sole

of Valls, Spain, received the Sault Area
Chamber of Commerce Achievement
Award for 2022. The Chamber award
is presented each year to an
outstanding senior and is one of the
highest honors an LSSU business
student can receive. Claudia graduated
Magna Cum Laude with a Bachelor
Degree in Marketing and a Minor in
International Business with a gpa of
3.787. Claudia was also a member of
the LSSU women’s tennis team.
Claudia plans to move to New York
City for at least a year.

GRADUATES!!

Graduating senior, Whitney
Drenth of Ellsworth, MI, was the
recipient of the Lukenda School of
Business Outstanding Baccalaureate
Student Award. Whitney graduated
Summa Cum Laude with a Bachelor
of Science degree in Accounting and
a Minor in Finance and Economics.
She is also a member of Delta Mu
Delta, the international business
honor society, with a gpa of 3.934.
After graduation, Whitney plans on
working as a bookkeeper while
preparing for her CPA exam.

CONGRATULATIONS

Graduate - Lake Superior State
University student Austin DeGrand,
from Escanaba, MI, received the LSSU
Lukenda School of Business Outstanding
Regional Center Graduate Award. The
annual honor is given to a graduating
senior who attends one of LSSU’s
regional centers. Austin graduated
Summa Cum Laude with a Bachelor of
Science in Business Administration and
a Minor in Marketing through LSSU's
Escanaba/Iron Mountain Regional
Center at Bay de Noc Community
College and has a 4.00 gpa. Austin plans
to complete a summer management
internship with Walmart with hopes of
future employment with the corporation.

Front Row L-R: Payton Cheney, Cole Kronholm, Ashley Menominee, Madelyn Swanson, Kayla Wilhelms, Erica Reimann, Zander Park,

Chandler Pizzi, Wyatt Plavan

Back Row L-R: Kelly Walter, Justin Fischer, Margaret Allard, Connor Sands, Candace LeBlanc, Rachel Miller, Whitney Drenth, Travis Green,

Cameron Leveille, Tyler Keilholtz

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI RECOGNIZED



Timothy Ayres and Dr. Kimberly Muller, Dean of the College of Innovation
and Solutions

Timothy Ayres was recognized as the 2020
LSB Distinguished Alumnus. Tim is a 1990
graduate of LSSU with a bachelor degree in
Business Administration. While at LSSU,
he also studied Mechanical Engineering
Technology. Through the years, Tim has
worked as a Sales Engineer for Kaufman
Engineered Systems in Toledo, OH, worked
in the automotive industry and he and his
wife worked in land and residential
development. In 2007 he started his own
manufacturing company, Fluid Chillers in
Lansing, MI. It is one of the fastest
growing companies in their industry and
has remained so for 15 years. Tim has been
married to his wife Katie for almost 28
years and have three boys, Kyle 22, Kalon
20 and Kane 15.

Tracy West nee Tracy Haller was recognized as
the 2022 LSB Distinguished Alumnus. Tracy
graduated from LSSU with a bachelor’s degree
in finance & economics and earned an MBA in
marketing from Michigan State University in
1988. After receiving her MBA, she worked for
a company handling economic forecasting and
project management. It was through a
volunteer position that she was introduced to
tournament and event management, later
becoming the Executive Vice President of
Operations at ProLink Sports. In 2014, she
became the tournament director of the Valspar
Championship, PGA Tour, with ProLink Sports.

DR. MADAN SALUJA PROMOTED TO PROFESSOR EMERITUS STATUS

On May 13, 2022, Dr. Madan Saluja was promoted
to the rank of Professor Emeritus for his
distinguished service to Lake Superior State
University. Dr. Saluja was not only a cornerstone of
the Lukenda School of Business, but also an iconic
ambassador of LSSU for over 50 years. Dr. Saluja
faithfully served LSSU from his initial appointment
as Assistant Professor in July 1969 and his
continued appointment as Full Professor in the
Lukenda School of Business until his retirement in
July 2021.
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Congratulations to all our graduates on your well-deserved success. The Lukenda School of Business graduated 68
students with the following degrees:

15-Accounting

5-Business Administration

2-Business Administration-Entrepreneurship
3—Business Administration — International Business
11-Business Administration-Management
8-Business Administration-Marketing

5-Culinary Arts Chef

4-Finance and Economics

4-Small Business Administration

3—Certificate in Marketing

8—General Studies — Business Concentration
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