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MISSION STATEMENT - Our principal mission at Lake 
Superior State University is to help students develop to 
their full potential. We do this by providing high-quality, 
academically rigorous programs in an engaged, personal and 
supportive environment. This combination nurtures potential 
and sets students on paths to rewarding careers and productive, 
satisfying lives. We also serve the regional, national and global 
communities by contributing to the growth, dissemination and 
application of knowledge.
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Greetings, Lakers!
I hope you had a great summer and are now enjoying 

the fall. We’re already enjoying the start of another great 
academic year.

We’re starting this year with the hope that the State 
of Michigan is now rebounding from a decade-long eco-
nomic decline. Over the past 10 years, state support for 
Lake Superior State University and all public universities 
has dropped dramatically.  At one time, the state provided 
more than 70 percent of our operational budget. This year, 
it will be closer to 20 percent.

  While state funding levels have made moving 
forward extremely difficult at times, I believe we are well 
positioned for the future and a number of recent develop-
ments support that belief.

Our Foundation just accepted a $1 million gift from Mr. 
Robert Considine to be used for full-tuition scholarships 
for students primarily from the Rudyard-Trout Lake Area. 
Mr. Considine is an area resident who recognized the im-
portance of providing opportunities for area students who 
want to achieve a college education. The Foundation also 
reported that a scholarship to honor business professor Dr. 
Madan Saluja was recently endowed. This increased Foun-
dation support by private individuals is an indicator of the 
important role our University holds in the area.  

We are also moving forward with the planning of a 
new home for our School of Business. Last fall, we asked 
alumni for political support to secure state funding for this 
project and your response was very effective. Again, thank 
you so much for your help. We recently hired an architec-
tural firm to plan the renovation of South Hall. This will 
not only provide a permanent home for the School of Busi-
ness, but it will also free up space for other programs to 
expand into those areas currently used by the school. At 
the same time, it provides us with a plan to restore and pre-
serve one of the historical buildings on our campus.

Last year, our enrollment increased to the highest level 
since 2004. While counts were being finalized when this 
issue was going to press, we expect this fall to be even 
better. Our Admissions staff and our faculty have been very 
aggressive in recruitment and retention of students. While 
the majority of our students are still from Michigan, one of 
our fastest growing populations is out-of-state students.

All of this and much more is documented in our “Self-
Study,” a document we have prepared for the Higher 
Learning Commission of the North Central Association of 
Colleges and Schools as we prepare for a committee visit 
this fall and look forward to reaccreditation. The HLC com-
mittee will be on campus Oct. 24-26. The visit and review 
is a requirement in which all HLC-accredited colleges and 
universities must participate periodically to maintain their 
accredited status. LSSU’s last accreditation visit was in 
2000, when we received a 10-year reaccreditation. We invite 
you to review the Self-Study and send your comments to 
the HLC. You’ll find the study and more at lssu.edu/hlc.

Two years ago, we made a financial commitment to 
increase spending on improvements to our buildings and 
grounds. As a result of that decision, our students and 
visitors to campus will notice much in the way of replace-

ment of sidewalks, paving of parking lots, remodel-
ing of student housing and increased landscaping of the 
grounds. That commitment is beginning to make a real 
difference, as we’ve received numerous compliments 
about the beauty of our campus from visitors, prospective 
students, parents, and the community. I’m sure that the 
extra effort our staff has made in this area contributes to 
our enrollment growth. The next time you’re on campus, 
take a look at our impressive vegetable garden in the front 
of Walker Cisler Center and take a stroll down the im-
proved pathway on the northeast end of campus leading 
to the downtown.

I encourage you to visit campus whenever you get a 
chance. Bring friends and family! I think you’ll be proud 
of what you see.

A good time for a visit would be during Great Lake 
State Weekend, Oct. 14-15, when we will be paying tribute 
to three outstanding alumni and one great friend of the 
University during our annual Alumni Awards Banquet. 
Contact Susan Fitzpatrick at sfitzpatrick@lssu.edu or 906-
635-2831 to get your tickets. Wander the campus, relive 
some old memories, meet some current students, and 
take in the LSSU-MSU hockey game. It will be a busy 
weekend, and lots of fun. See you then.

Go, Lakers!

ON THE COVER – An aerial view of 
campus is good way to see why the  
Army thought the hill would make a  
strategic place to relocate Fort Brady from 
its former location on the banks of the St. 
Mary’s River. Looking north from campus 
provides an excellent view of the river, 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, and the  
Laurentian Mountains.

LOG FROM FAR AWAY – Laker alumni competed for an LSSU hooded sweat-
shirt this summer by seeing how far away they could take their Laker Log maga-
zines. A recurring theme in the Laker Log through the years has been the Laker 
Log on the Road photos alumni have sent in, so we thought we’d see how far away 
alumni could get with the Log. Turns out, pretty far! Pictured above is Doug Al-
dridge ‘79, his wife Carolyn and daughters Allie, Jenna and Emmi, from Raymore, 
Mo. on the ruins of the Badaling section of the Great Wall about 70 miles north of 
Beijing. Doug and Carolyn were in China to adopt a fourth daughter, MeiLi. You 
can find more photos like this at http://alumni.lssu.edu/lakerlog/travelinglakerlog-
summer2011photocontest.php.
 

GLSW 2011: Come back for Lake State’s homecoming!
Return, Reconnect, Reminisce...

We’ll have plenty for you to do 
during LSSU’s annual Great Lake 
State Weekend, our alumni and 
family weekend, Friday-Sunday, 
Oct. 14-16. Make plans to join us!

On Friday we’ll  have our 
“Welcome Back” Alumni Tailgate 
at Lukenda Alumni House under the 
blue and gold tent. In case of inclem-
ent weather, we’ll move the party 
indoors. We’ll have soda on hand, 
or you can bring your own adult 
beverages. This event is included in 
your $15 registration fee, but if you 
aren’t registered, you can pay $5 at 
the door. 

We’ll head to the LSSU-MSU 
hockey game afterward, and you 
can hang around after the game for 
a bowl of ice cream in the arena. 

On Saturday, it’s the annual 
Campus Challenge 5k Fun Run/
Walk at the Norris Center, followed 
by a free lunch in the Quarterdeck 
for registered GLSW participants.

Other activities on Saturday 

afternoon include the Kids Kollege, 
with activities, games, planetarium 
show, scientific experiments and stuff 
to make. This is geared to kids 6-12, 
but youngsters 5-under are welcome 
with a parent or older sibling. Every-
one in the family can see the plan-
etarium show. 

Later, alumni may join us for 
an informal reception with Presi-
dent Tony McLain before Saturday’s 
Alumni Awards Banquet. The recep-
tion is exclusive to LSSU alumni and 
their families, but the banquet is open 
to everyone as we toast three alumni 
and one great friend of the university. 
Then, off to another hockey game!

On Sunday, current and former 
members of SAILS will gather for a 
reunion brunch with Ripley Award 
recipient Holly Julian Johnson.

For a full schedule of events 
this weekend and background on 
alumni award recipients, take a look 
inside this issue or visit www.lssu.
edu/glsw.

www.lssu.edu/glsw
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relationships with outside constitu-
encies. It is an opportunity for the 
university to identify its strengths as 
well as areas that need improvement, 
and to develop plans that address 
those needs.

“I’m very thankful for the people 
who have been working through the 
reaccreditation process over the last 
few years,” said Tony McLain, Ph.D., 
LSSU President. “It has been trying 
at times, but the self-study that they 
have put together does a very good 
job in demonstrating what our uni-
versity is all about. We look forward 
to the HLC visit this fall.”

During the October visit, HLC 
consultant evaluators will be on 
campus to talk with individuals con-
cerning the evidence presented in 
the self-study document. They will 
be taking the opportunity to meet 
with alumni, students, faculty, staff 
and members of the community to 
ask questions about LSSU.

LSSU’s final draft of its self-
study report is available at: http://
www.lssu.edu/hlc/. 

Members of the public are 
welcome to contact the LSSU Pro-
vost’s Office for more information, 
provost@lssu.edu or 635-2211. Com-
ments may be mailed to the Higher 
Learning Commission at the address 
below, or left on a form through its 
website, ncahlc.org. The direct link 
to the comment area is http://www.
ncahlc.org/information-for-the-
public/third-party-comment.html.
The HLC will forward the comments 
to the evaluation team to include in 
its review of LSSU. Comments are 
due with the HLC no later than one 
month before the Oct. 24 visitation 
date. To send mail, please address 
the envelope as follows: Public 
Comment on Lake Superior State 
University, The Higher Learning 
Commission, 230 South LaSalle St., 
Suite 7-500, Chicago, Illinois, 60604.

“Mr. Considine is setting a great 
example to others on the importance of 
educating our young people,” Presi-
dent McLain said. “We are pleased and 
grateful that he has chosen to work 
with LSSU in providing these wonder-
ful opportunities for future students.”

Alumni and friends can create 
their own personal plans of action for 
giving back by joining the Superior 
Legacy Society. The Society recognizes 
those who have the foresight and gen-
erosity to include LSSU in their wills, 
trusts, charitable gift annuity funds, 
life income funds and life insurance 
gifts. Through planned gift commit-
ments and membership in the Superior 
Legacy Society, you ensure the future 
success of LSSU.

A Trout Lake, Mich. native inter-
ested in helping Eastern Upper Penin-
sula students with the cost of going to 
college has made a donation to LSSU 
worth more than $1 million.

The LSSU Board of Trustees ac-
cepted the gift from Robert Considine 
at its regular meeting on July 15. The 
donation will provide two full-tuition 
scholarships for LSSU students for 
many years.

LSSU Foundation Executive Direc-
tor Tom Coates provided an overview 
of Robert Considine and his generous 
donation toward student scholarships.

“I am really pleased to be able to 
come to you today to talk about the 
commitment that Mr. Considine has 
made,” said Coates. “We have been 
very excited to work with this gentle-
man and go through this process with 
him. He is an advocate of people ac-
quiring technical skills. He did not 
attend college and he understands the 
importance of achieving an education 
in the current job market.”

LSSU is preparing for a regularly 
scheduled accreditation visit with the 
Higher Learning Commission (HLC) 
of the North Central Association of 
Colleges and Schools (NCA) on Oct. 
24-26. The visit and review is a re-
quirement in which all HLC-accred-
ited colleges and universities must 
participate periodically to maintain 
their accredited status.

As part of the process, the uni-
versity invites members of the public 
to provide comments about the uni-
versity’s mission and goals. 

“This is an important activity for 
LSSU and we welcome alumni and 
members of the public to become 
aware of the process and leave com-
ments if they desire,” said Morrie 
Walworth, LSSU Provost. “The uni-
versity has a website (lssu.edu/hlc) 
that provides information on what 
exactly is involved in the accredita-
tion process.”

Most public universities are ac-
credited by nationally or internation-
ally recognized governing bodies. 
Accreditation is a way to ensure that 
higher learning institutions are ful-
filling their goals and serving their 
students and communities to the 
best of their abilities. The process is 
voluntary, and it serves as assurance 
to students that they will receive a 
quality education when they attend 
an accredited college or university. 
It also increases the potential that 
credits will transfer from one accred-
ited institution to another. LSSU’s 
last accreditation visit was in 2000, 
when the institution received a 
10-year reaccreditation. 

In anticipation of this reaccredi-
tation visit, many members of the 
campus community were involved in 
the research, writing and review of 
a “self-study,” which is the accepted 
process for institutions seeking to 
earn and maintain accreditation. The 
self-study is a self-evaluation that en-
compasses every aspect of the insti-
tution, including educational activi-
ties, governance and administration, 
financial stability, admissions and 
student personnel services, resourc-
es, student academic achievement, 
organizational effectiveness, and 

Mary Robinson, former president 
of Ireland and former United Nations 
High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, spoke on campus on April 9.

Robinson’s lecture at the Arts 
Center was the keynote address for 
the 2011 conference of the Arrowhead 
Model United Nations, April 7-10, 
which brought more than 300 stu-
dents and advisors to LSSU from 14 
other colleges and universities span-
ning five states. 

Robinson was the first female 
president of Ireland (1990-1997). 

LSSU Board accepts $1 million estate gift
Considine grew up in Trout Lake 

and attended Rudyard Schools. After 
serving in Korea with the U.S. Navy, 
he lived in the Detroit area and ac-
quired a background in electrical 
engineering while running several 
businesses, mostly associated with the 
automotive industry. 

“He has a desire to support the 
area where he’s from and his goal 
is to inspire others to do their part 
and create a plan of action for giving 
back,” said Coates.

Through the donation, Considine 
and LSSU will each provide a full-tu-
ition scholarship annually beginning 
this fall. Upon his passing, Consi-
dine’s estate will donate $1 million to 
LSSU, which will be used to provide 
two full-tuition scholarships annually 
until the fund is exhausted. The schol-
arships will be for Trout Lake-Rud-
yard area students but will be avail-
able to other students in Chippewa 
County if no candidates from Trout 
Lake-Rudyard qualify.

Comments invited as LSSU prepares for reaccreditation

Upon leaving the presidency, she was 
appointed by UN Secretary General 
Kofi Annan to be UN High Com-
missioner for Human Rights. In this 
position, which she held from 1997 
to 2002, she worked energetically to 
advance human rights around the 
world. One of her special interests 
was the rights of indigenous peoples.

President Robinson has con-
tinued to be active in promot-
ing human rights since leaving the 
United Nations. She is the co-founder 
and former chair of the Council of 
Women World Leaders, as well as 
the founder of Realizing Rights: The 
Ethical Global Initiative. She currently 
serves as vice president of the Club 
of Madrid (which promotes democ-
racy worldwide) and honorary presi-
dent of Oxfam International. She also 
serves on many boards, including the 
Vaccine Fund, the Global Commission 
on Migration, the Business Leaders 
Initiative on Human Rights, and the 
International Commission of Jurists.  

She recently became a member of 
The Elders, a group of world leaders 

Former president of Ireland and UN commissioner speaks at 
LSSU Model UN

who contribute their wisdom, leader-
ship, and integrity to tackling some 
of the world’s toughest problems. 
The group was founded by Nelson 
Mandela, Graca Machel, and Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu.

In recognition of her many contri-
butions in advancing human rights, 
Robinson has received numerous 
honors and awards, including more 
than 40 honorary doctorates. In 2004, 
Amnesty International presented her 
with its Ambassador of Conscience 
award. In 2009, she was awarded the 
U.S. Presidential Medal of Freedom.  

“Mary Robinson is one of the 
most distinguished speakers to 
appear in Sault Ste. Marie,” said Gary 
Johnson Ph.D., professor of political 
science at LSSU. “We were delighted 
that she accepted our invitation.” 

Robinson’s appearance was sup-
ported by grants from the Sault Ste. 
Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians, the 
LSSU Issues and Intellect Committee, 
the LSSU King-Chavez-Parks Visiting 
Professor Fund, and the LSSU Cul-
tural Affairs Committee. 

Business degrees added in Gaylord

Mary Robinson

LSSU has added four bachelor’s degrees in business administration 
and accounting to its academic offerings at its Gaylord Regional Center. 

LSSU-Gaylord now offers classes for 10 degree programs in the Uni-
versity Center at Gaylord.

“We’re pleased to offer three degrees in business administration, 
with concentrations in entrepreneurship, management and market-
ing, as well as a bachelor’s degree in accounting. We have also added 
a homeland security concentration to our bachelor’s degree in crimi-
nal justice” said Sheila Simpson, director of LSSU-Gaylord. “We feel 
that these programs will fit in well with our current programs and we 
believe that there is a need for them in the area.”

Applications are being accepted for the fall semester and transfer 
guides for the business degrees are available for students wishing to 
transfer from community colleges, including North Central Michigan 
College, Kirtland Community College, and Alpena Community College.

LSSU-Gaylord has been offering degree programs in criminal 
justice/generalist and criminal justice /law enforcement, environmental 
management, forensic chemistry, geology and applied geographic infor-
mation science since 2009.

For more information, contact Simpson at 989-705-3791 or ssimp-
son@lssu.edu. Find out more about LSSU and Gaylord classes at lssu.
edu and ucgaylord.org.

LSSU’s self-study report is available at: http://www.lssu.edu/hlc/

For more information, contact the 
LSSU Foundation at 906-635-2665, 
foundation@lssu.edu or lssu.edu/

foundation/legacy.
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LSSU adds another 500 to  
its alumni ranks

she is today, telling them to know their 
strengths, work hard, build networks, find 
support among family and friends and not to 
worry about making mistakes.

“There is no doubt that you are graduat-
ing in austere times, with so much hanging 
in balance. However, at every stage in the 
history of this nation, when we have been 
threatened with danger, prosperity has been 
on the horizon,” she said. “Get out there, get 
networking. You are the future of this com-
munity, of this nation, of the world.”

Student speaker Shelby LaBuhn, like 
Chandauka, stressed the importance of re-
maining positive in what could be tough 
times. LaBuhn graduated summa cum laude 
and is headed to study in the freshwater sci-
ences doctoral program at University of Wis-
consin-Milwaukee. 

“Be confident, stand tall, and speak your 
mind,” LaBuhn advised fellow graduates. 
“LSSU has given us the tools to do just that. 
We have had the opportunity to interact with 
our superiors on a personal basis -- debated, 
questioned and maybe even argued with 
them. We have pointed out their mistakes, 
and they have pointed out many more of 
ours. Graduates at other universities may not 
have had these same opportunities, so use 
them to your advantage.” 

LaBuhn concluded her speech with 
words from LSSU chemistry professor emeri-
tus William Haag, who wrote, “In chemistry, 
as with most things in life, you don’t under-
stand unless you ask questions, you aren’t 
learning until you make mistakes and you 
aren’t working until you break something. So 
go ahead, ask a lot of questions, make a few 
mistakes and break some test tubes.”

Graduates were guided into the ceremo-
ny by the pipes and drums of the Duncan 
Family of Sault Ste. Marie, Ont., who have 
been a part of every LSSU commencement 
ceremony. The new alumni were ushered out 
of the arena the same way they have been 
for the past 20 years or so, to an Honor Song 
with the beat of Native American drums. 
This year, the drummers were AAbizii of 
Brimley, Mich. The Canadian and U.S. na-
tional anthems were sung by LSSU social 
studies and secondary education major Peter 
DeKraker of McBain, Mich.

Read more and see more photos at lssu.
edu/whats_new.

More than 500 graduates were asked to 
remember how privileged they are and to 
be thankful for their successes as they re-
ceived 642 degrees and certificates during 
commencement ceremonies April 30.

The program included the announce-
ment of psychology professor H. Russell 
Searight as recipient of the LSSU Distin-
guished Teaching Award and featured 
alumna Sophie Chandauka of London, 
England as speaker, along with student re-
spondent Shelby LaBuhn of Ubly, Mich.

LSSU President Tony McLain noted 
that LSSU graduates and graduates every-
where in the country are part of a privi-
leged few among the billions of people in 
the world who haven’t had the opportuni-
ty to further their education.

“When you flip your tassel from right 
to left, it may not seem like much, but that 
simple act carries a great significance,” he 
said. “You all have the responsibility to 
help ensure that the opportunities extend-
ed to you by your family and friends will 
continue for future generations. Once you 
flip that tassel, much more will be expected 
of you. Good luck.”

McLain introduced commencement 
speaker Sophie Chandauka, a native of 
Zimbabwe, as “someone we are proud to 
call our own.” Chandauka graduated with 
a political science degree from LSSU in 
2000 and was the student respondent at 
that ceremony 11 years ago.

Chandauka, a former senior associate 
with world-renowned Baker & McKenzie, 
flew from London to speak at commence-
ment. Describing herself as a proud gradu-
ate of LSSU, she told graduates, “What we 
celebrate today is in no small measure a 
part of the American dream.” She chal-
lenged graduates to be bold in their ac-
complishments and “manifest your own 
destiny.”

“My interpretation of the American 
dream is not just having plenty of material 
success,” she said. “It is a state of mind, it 
is a journey.”

Chandauka, who came to North 
America to study in the mid-1990s through 
a Rotary International program, thanked 
America “for providing me with a privi-
leged education.” She offered tips for grad-
uates that she said helped her get where 

Shelby LaBuhn

Sophie Chandauka
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Psychology professor H. Russell 
Searight has been teaching at LSSU 
for only four years, but it didn’t take 
him long to make a great impression 
upon his students. They, along with 
Searight’s faculty colleagues, have 
chosen him as this year’s recipient 
of the LSSU Distinguished Teaching 
Award.

LSSU Provost Morrie Walworth 
announced the award during com-
mencement ceremonies on April 30 in 
Taffy Abel Arena. Searight was chosen 
by a committee of top students and 
past recipients of the award who re-
viewed nominations from LSSU stu-
dents, employees and alumni. They 
keep the recipient’s identity secret 
until it is announced at commence-
ment.

“This year’s recipient has been 
described as someone who genuinely 
knows how to talk to and teach stu-
dents,” Walworth said in his intro-
duction of Searight. “He has been 
described as ‘amazing,’ ‘enthusias-
tic,’ ‘approachable’ and ‘easy to talk 
to.’ It’s been said that his geeky ways 
inspire students. Nearly everyone 
mentioned that he made them feel 
comfortable and that he really listened 
to them and was always willing to 
help with problems. He makes stu-
dents feel right at home; like being a 
part of a family.”

Walworth said the nominations 
for Searight outlined the outstand-
ing teaching qualities that he has in 
common with past recipients of the 

award, which has been presented to 
LSSU faculty since 1971.

Upon receiving the award, 
Searight told the audience of thou-
sands, including 500 LSSU graduates, 
that he considers himself fortunate.

“I consider myself a very fortu-
nate person. When I’ve been coming 
to work here for the past four years, 
I’ve had the honor of working with a 
distinguished faculty, and it’s been an 
honor and a privilege to work with 
the students at LSSU.

“One of greatest things about 
teaching is that I get to continue to 
learn,” he said. “I’m willing to bet 
that I have learned twice as much 
from you as you ever have from me.”

Searight holds a doctorate in clin-
ical psychology, a master’s degree in 

In the mid-1970s, two friends had 
an idea for a collaboration that they 
believed would promote tourism in 
the Upper Peninsula, strengthen aca-
demic offerings at LSSU and reinforce 
the already strong community ties of 
Edison Sault Electric Company, now 
Cloverland Electric Cooperative.

Their idea, which also included the 
Michigan Department of Natural Re-
sources as a partner, grew into the LSSU 
Aquatic Research Laboratory, which is 
housed in the Edison/Cloverland pow-
erhouse on the St. Mary’s River. Prof. 
Gale Gleason Ph.D., head of the lab and 
LSSU’s Dept. of Biology and Chemistry 
back then, and William Gregory, former 
president of Edison Sault Electric and 
member of the LSSU Board of Trustees, 
saw the lab grow from a small research 
facility into a full-blown hatchery op-
eration that this year marked its 25th an-
niversary of releasing Atlantic salmon 
into the river.

To celebrate the occasion, LSSU 
named this year’s “class” of yearling 
salmon after Gleason and Gregory. The 
lab has released between 25,000 and 
60,000 Atlantics annually since its first 
stocking in 1987. This year, the lab re-
leased more than 30,000 yearlings.

“Dr. Gleason and Bill had a vision 
of strengthening a university-communi-
ty partnership that continues to thrive 
to this day,” said LSSU President Tony 
McLain. “The Aquatic Research Lab is a 
great example of what partnerships can 

ment. It has been a partnership that we 
are very proud of and are excited about 
its future potential.”

“It has been quite interesting to 
see the lab grow through the years,” 
said Roger Greil, lab manager, who 
started out as a student in the lab in 
the mid-1980s and has been involved 
with every Atlantic salmon stocking. 
“What is most satisfying, however, is 
seeing the experience that our students 
get and watching them expand their 
knowledge to become comfortable in 
their lab work and highly competent 
researchers.”

Currently, lab staff, under the di-
rection of co-directors Ashley Moerke 
Ph.D. and Geoffrey Steinhart Ph.D., 
work on diverse fishery and water 
quality issues, including sport fish 
management, imperiled and intro-
duced aquatic species, and water pollu-
tion, with numerous academic, govern-
ment and non-governmental agen-
cies. Also, Jun Li Ph.D., recently joined 
LSSU to teach classes in LSSU’s new 
fish health major and manage the new 
Fish Disease Laboratory housed in the 
lab. Hundreds of LSSU students have 
worked at the lab to conduct research 
projects in fisheries, habitat, water 
quality and more.

In addition to MDNR, the lab has 
worked with a number of government 
and private organizations and service 
clubs including, but not limited to, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. 
Geological Survey, the City of Sault 
Ste. Marie, Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources, Soo Area Sportsmen’s Club 
and area Native American tribes. The 
lab is an important part of Sault Ste. 
Marie’s Kids Fishing Pond, which pro-
vides fishing opportunities for young 
anglers in the city’s Rotary Park. 

The lab is also home to LSSU’s 
popular “fishcam,” which is one of the 
best places to monitor fish activity, in-
cluding the Atlantic salmon that return 
to the place where they were raised in 
the St. Mary’s River. Visit the fishcam 
and get more information on LSSU’s 
Aquatic Research Laboratory at lssu.
edu/arl.

create. The lab is an important and vital 
part of the university and the commu-
nity that started with the generosity of 
Edison Sault Electric Company and is 
continuing through Cloverland Electric 
Cooperative.”

Cloverland Electric Cooperative 
General Manager Dan Dasho agreed, 
saying, “Cloverland is a proud partner 
in this important project and looks 
forward to continuing that partner-
ship.”

In the mid-1980s, under the lead-
ership of Prof. David Behmer Ph.D., 
the lab secured funding from the 
state’s Research Excellence and Eco-
nomic Development Fund, allowing 
it to embark upon its Atlantic salmon 
rearing project. The program has been 
a great success, and much of the credit 
goes to Behmer, who was director of 
the lab and taught at LSSU from 1967-
1996. Fishermen come from throughout 
North America and beyond to fish the 
St. Mary’s River for Atlantic salmon.

“The unique DNR-LSSU coop-
erative Atlantic salmon program has 
yielded large benefits to both of us,” 
said Gary Whelan, DNR Fisheries Di-
vision Fish Production Manager. “The 
DNR has benefited by ensuring the 
continuation of a special fishing op-
portunity in the St. Mary’s River and 
other Michigan locations, and from 
the continued development of Atlantic 
salmon rearing techniques and a feral 
broodstock, along with the hands-on 
training of aspiring fisheries biologists, 
many of whom work for our depart-

Searight receives Distinguished Teaching Award LSSU celebrates 25 years of Atlantic salmon program
public health, and a master’s degree 
in clinical psychology, all from Saint 
Louis University in St. Louis, Mis-
souri. He earned his bachelor’s degree 
in psychology from Butler University 
in Indianapolis.

Searight taught at Saint Louis for 
15 years and was director of Behav-
ioral Medicine with Forest Park Hos-
pital’s Family Medicine Residency 
Program in St. Louis before coming to 
LSSU in 2007. In addition to teaching 
at LSSU, he teaches at Algoma Uni-
versity in Sault Ste. Marie, Ont. 

Searight is a licensed psychologist 
health service provider in the states of 
Missouri and Michigan and formerly 
operated a private practice in child, 
adult and family psychology for more 
than 10 years.

He has a great deal of experience 
as a consulting psychologist, staff 
psychologist and counselor, and has 
worked with a variety of clients, from 
children to adults, including veterans.

Searight is the author of three 
books and editor of another, including 
“Family of Origin Therapy and Diver-
sity,” in 1998, “Behavioral Medicine: 
A Primary Care Approach,” in 1999 
and “Parent Articles about AD/HD,” 
which he edited with two colleagues. 
His most recent publication is “Prac-
ticing Psychology in Primary Care,” 
written in 2010.

If his students think that he 
makes them write more than other 
professors, it could be because he has 
written more than 150 articles and 
book chapters related to his field -- 
some of them with his wife, Barbara 
Searight Ph.D., former associate dean 
of LSSU’s School of Education -- and 
has presented dozens of research 
papers and many grant and research 
proposals.

Searight is a member of the 
Society of Teachers in Family Medi-
cine, the American Psychological 
Association, and the Academy for 
Health Services Research. He and 
Barbara live in Sault Ste. Marie.

Alice Halsey, Pickford, a retired LSSU nursing profes-
sor, was recognized by the Upper Peninsula Health Access Co-
alition with the “Above and Beyond Hero Award” in May.

The award was presented during an annual banquet in 
Marquette.

The group has been providing health services for un-
insured and low-income clients since 2004, and Halsey has 
been a part of it from the beginning. The coalition’s goal is to 
provide health care services to residents in order to keep them 
out of emergency rooms with more serious conditions.

Local healthcare professionals donate their time and ex-
pertise, along with individuals and organizations who donate 
equipment and supplies. The coalition has grown to the point 
where it has clinics in St. Ignace and Newberry as well as 
Sault Ste. Marie, and it is now supported in part by grants.

For more information, visit upchac.org.

LSSU’s Roger Greil watches as Gale 
Gleason releases Atlantic salmon in May.

H. Russell Searight

Read more and see more photos at 
lssu.edu/whats_new.

Read more and see video from this 
year’s ceremony and the 1987 plant  

at lssu.edu/whats_new.
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hour. Besteman was also steam plant 
operator, Central Heating Plant super-
visor and acting director of the depart-
ment on a couple of occasions. 

LSSU recognized its retirees and 
nearly 30 longtime faculty and staff 
who have worked on campus for 
anywhere from 10-50 years during a 
banquet in the spring semester.

Also during the program, 
LSSU employees and students 
chose staffers Laura Bofinger 
of the School of Nursing and 
Georgiana Cox of Business 
Office as Employees of the 
Year.

The program recognized 
14 retirees, including Stella 
DePlonty, who retired in June 
as LSSU’s longest-serving em-
ployee, having logged more 
than 50 years in the Registrar’s 
and Provost’s Offices. 

The program recognized 
seven faculty and staff who have 
worked for LSSU for more than 30 
years, including Prof. Thomas Boger, 
Mathematics and Computer Science; 
Cheri Castner, Admissions; Prof. Sally 
Childs, Recreation Studies and Exercise 
Science; Deb Faust, Financial Aid and 
David Greengtski, Physical Plant. 

In addition, Prof. Richard Cran-
dall of the School of Social Sciences was 
congratulated for his 40 years with the 
School of Social Sciences.

Also recognized during the 
program were employees with 10 and 
20 years of service, including:  

20 Years – Dean Bennette, Physical 
Plant; Tracey MacQuarrie, Prof. Donna 
Payment and Prof. Susan Beckon, 
School of Business; Suzette Olson and 
Morrie Walworth, Provost’s Office; Cris 
Roll, Library; Prof. Deb Stai, Biology 
and Heidi Witucki, Upward Bound. 

10 Years – Prof. Paulette Attie, 
School of Education; Kathy Gregg, 
Bookstore; Karen Johnston, Advis-
ing, Retention, Orientation; Raymond 
Mayer and Terence Talsma, Physical 
Plant; Glynis Moran, Arts, Letters and 
Social Science; Nancy Nethery, Infor-
mation Technology; Jamie Pewinski, 
Athletics; Mary St. Antoine, Natural Sci-
ences Laboratory Manager; and Profs. 
David Szlag, Judy Westrick and Mar-
shall Werner, Chemistry.

LSSU retirees worked throughout 
campus, many of them starting as stu-
dents.

Paul Besteman, assistant director 
of Physical Plant, was hired as a mainte-
nance student aide in 1972 at $1.60 per 

A team of LSSU engineering 
students and faculty worked with 
the Little Traverse Conservancy this 
year to establish a weather station at 
Vermilion, the former US Life-Saving 
Station which was once owned by the 
university.

The station is already being used 
by National Weather Service staff at 
Gaylord, and readings from it are 
available on the Internet through 
WeatherUnderground.com.

The project was part of an engi-
neering senior project that included 
five students: Brad Ekin, Parma; Eric 
Hoxie, Gaylord; Jameson Mattice, 
Woodland; John Preczewski, Roscom-
mon and Ben Martin, Sault Ste. Marie; 
and faculty advisor Andrew Jones 
Ph.D. Martin was the lone mechanical 
engineering student among the team 
of electrical engineering majors. All 
engineering students must complete 
a senior project for a client as a part of 
graduation requirements.

The team -- Vermilion Innovation 
Providers of Energy Research Solu-
tions (VIPERS) – completed the first 

LSSU recognizes retirees, longtime faculty/staff and  
employees of the year

Wayne King started work in 1973 in 
Food Service and moved to the Physical 
Plant in 1976 to work in the new Norris 
Center. He was promoted to sports/

utility attendant in 2000. 
Sharyl Padgett is another 

of the few LSSU employees who 
joined the staff and continued in 
the same position and department 
throughout her employment. She 
joined the Audio/Visual staff in 
the Shouldice Library in 1969 and 
helped students and staff there for 
more than 41 years. She was nomi-
nated for Employee of the Year four 
times over the years. 

Donna Payment, after working 
as a clerk/typist in Financial Aid in 
1991 and secretary for Health Sci-

ences from 1992-1997, took a leave 
of absence to become an instructor with 
the School of Business and Economics. 
The leave ended up lasting until retire-
ment as she was promoted to assistant 
professor in 2002 and tenured in 2004. 
She was named Employee of the Year in 
1995. 

Marcel Pichot was hired in 1988 
to teach French, having taught in a 
variety of colleges and universities in 
Europe and Africa. He organized many 
student/community trips to France for 
study and pleasure. 

Kathy Reno started at LSSU in 1981 
as a special clerk in the Business Office 
and remained there throughout her 
career. She specialized in detail main-
tenance of the accounting records and 
bank reconciliations. 

Melvin Schwiderson started at 
LSSU in 1989 as an on-call member 
of the custodial pool and was eventu-
ally hired in a regular position with 
the Physical Plant. He also held the 
positions as a building attendant and 
sports/utility attendant in the Norris 
Center. 

David White joined the Physical 
Plant staff in 1981 as a building atten-
dant, was promoted to a sports/utility 
attendant in 1984 and then to a mainte-
nance mechanic position in 1990, which 
he held until his retirement. He was an 
Employee of the Year nominee in 2000.

Richard Conboy, professor, Social 
Science, started at LSSU in 1988, was 
part of a team that developed the Uni-
versity’s Honors Program in 1996, and 
served as the dean of the School of 
Arts and Social Sciences. He was also 
director of the LSSU Center for Social 
Research and a recipient of the Distin-
guished Teaching Award in 2004.

Mark Engle started as LSSU’s head 
volleyball coach in 1995. He served 16 
seasons at LSSU but has spent more 
than 40 years with the sport. 

Bradley Flood, structural mechan-
ic, Physical Plant, started at LSSU as a 
student employee in Food Services in 
1971. He eventually transferred to the 
Physical Plant, where he worked as a 
building attendant, sports utility at-
tendant, groundskeeper and eventually 
structural mechanic. 

Karen Fornicola started in 1987 as 
a special clerk in the Housing Office 
and continued in that position until 
her retirement. Along the way, she was 
nominated for Employee of the Year 
recognition four times. 

Laurine Kelly also started her em-
ployment with LSSU as a student. She 
worked in the Financial Aid Office in 
1989 as a student employee in the Fi-
nancial Aid Office, and then a typist/
clerk in Admissions. She moved to the 
Department of Business and Economics 
in 1992 as the department secretary and 
then Community Services and Devel-
opment (CSD) area and the university’s 
Learning Center. 

phase of a 10-year project for Vermil-
ion, which is located about 12 miles 
west of Whitefish Point. The client for 
this project was Little Traverse Con-
servancy, a non-profit land trust. The 
students established a communica-
tion infrastructure and completed an 
energy assessment, then installed a 
weather station, constructed a com-
munication network, and proposed 
a solar and wind energy plan to LTC 
for future phases of the project.

National Weather Service office 
staff in Gaylord have already used 
the station to verify a gale warning 
last spring and used archived data as 
part of a research paper on another 
Eastern Upper Peninsula late spring 
storm. NWS staff said the data is 
“tremendously useful in a very data-
sparse area,” especially for marine 
forecasts.

To see the readings and histori-
cal data for Vermilion, visit wunder-
ground.com and search for “Paradise, 
MI.” When the Paradise screen comes 
up, a link to “Vermilion Point, Para-
dise” comes up under the “Weather 

Find out Vermilion weather through the Weather Underground

at a Glance” box. The direct link is: 
http://www.wunderground.com/
weatherstation/WXDailyHistory.
asp?ID=KMIPARAD3

Laura Bofinger Georgiana Cox

Share your St. Mary’s River story

Did the St. Mary’s River influ-
ence you as a student? Does it as an 
alumnus? Here’s your chance to tell 
others about your experience – submit 
your thoughts to the Writing the St. 
Mary’s River Writing Project.

The project was launched in April 
at the Bi-national Eco-summit held at 
LSSU. It started simply -- establishing 
a blog site to collect short musings, 
stories and poems from a variety of 
people who each have a unique re-
lationship with the river. No piece is 
the same. 

As the collection grows, the plan 
is to work with contributors to create 
an oral version of the collection to be 
aired on WCMU and possibly in the 
River of History Museum. Ultimately, 
the hope is to publish the collection 
as a book that celebrates the way 
the river weaves itself so richly into 
the lives of the people of the Eastern 
Upper Peninsula. 

Share your river stories and help 
bring the river to life. You can submit 
work as described on the blog site, or, 
if you prefer, you may send a hard copy 
of your written work to blog modera-
tor and LSSU creative writing instruc-
tor Jillena Rose,jrose@lssu.edu, 650 W. 
Easterday Ave., Sault Ste. Marie, Mich., 
49783. You may also call her at 906-
635-2091.

Check out the blog at http://writ-
ing-the-st-marys.blogspot.com/

Recently, the St. Mary’s Writing 
Project has been included as part of a 
larger project called Blog Carnival. The 
most recent edition of Blog Carnival 
focuses on poetry and language of place. 
The editor thought LSSU’s project was 
a perfect fit.

Read more at  
lssu.edu/whats_new.

Weather instruments atop Vermillion  
“lodge”.

For more information on LSSU  
engineering senior projects, visit  

lssu.edu/eng/seniors.

To see what others are writing about 
the inside and outside places  

in their lives visit  
http://wbjorkman.wordpress.com/
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UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH VENUE – Professor Jun Li instructs students in 
salmon egg viral analysis inside LSSU’s burgeoning Fish Health Laboratory. Second 
from left is Heather Millard, who used the lab and an undergraduate research grant last 
fall to study the immune systems of Atlantic salmon.

DEEP SECRETS – Students from the Advanced Technology Academy sift Lake Huron 
bottom sediment for signs of life during a July 27 cruise with Lake Superior State 
University faculty on the schooner Inland Seas. The Dearborn-based public school 
academy, one of eight chartered by LSSU, was also on Lake State’s Sault Ste. Marie 
campus for a week that featured camps in marketing, forensic science, and robotics and 
technology. Foreground, left to right are Syandi Colvin, Virginia Hawkins, and Jalyn 
Robinson. In addition to the summer camp, LSSU offered two for-credit classes and one 
continuing education class for educators aboard the 77 ft. schooner as part of its “Tall 
Ships Program” on northern Lake Michigan and the Straits of Mackinac. For more 
information on future programs, contact Prof. Barbara Evans, bevans@lssu.edu or 906-
635-2164. (Photo by Sean O’Mara)

A grant program started by an 
anonymous donor in 2010 has been 
instrumental in supporting students 
in their efforts to complete senior re-
search projects required for gradua-
tion.

Five students received cash 
awards during the spring semester 
through the Undergraduate Research 
Grant program. The award is capped 
at $500 per project, so up to six stu-
dents may receive awards each se-
mester for three years. If the program 
is successful in stimulating a wider 
variety of rigorous student research, 
the LSSU Foundation hopes to raise 
further funds to continue it. 

“We received 16 proposals detail-
ing a variety of research projects,” 
said Barb Keller PhD, dean of the 
College of Natural, Mathematical and 
Health Sciences and also the chair of 
the Undergraduate Research Com-
mittee that awards the grants. “Dis-
ciplines included chemistry, biology, 
forensic chemistry, fisheries and wild-
life, exercise science, environmen-
tal health, geographic information 
science, and communication.”

Undergraduate research has long 
been a vital part of the student expe-
rience at LSSU. Many students who 

Grants boost undergraduate research

graduate from Lake State must first 
demonstrate and apply their knowl-
edge in the form of a senior project 
that is evaluated by fellow students 
and faculty. Many of these projects 
become posters and papers presented 
at professional conferences. Open ses-
sions held on campus each semester 
share research results with the public.

The application process has stu-
dents define their project’s timeline 
and submit a detailed accounting 
for materials and supplies, printing 
costs, software, project-related travel, 
and other related expenses exclud-
ing student wages. Each line item 
also requires a formal justification as 
to how it relates to the project’s final 
outcome. Student applicants must 
also disclose other potential funding 
sources, be they departmental, state, 
or local - even expenses covered out 
of pocket.

“We are very grateful to receive a 
gift that will help to fund an under-
graduate research program. There are 
many opportunities for students to 
collaborate with faculty on research, 
however there is always a challenge 
to fund such a program,” says LSSU 
Foundation Executive Director Tom 
Coates. “The anonymous donor de-

termined an area to support and made 
this opportunity possible.”

This semester’s grant recipients 
deal with a variety of relevant issues. 

Shelby LaBuhn, a senior environ-
mental chemistry major from Ubly, 
evaluated which method would best 
remove two common taste and odor 
compounds during the municipal 
water treatment process in Fairmont, 
Minn. 

Sarah Schulz, a sophomore exer-
cise science major from Freeland, is 
investigating the influence of high and 
moderate intensity exercise on body 
mass and resting metabolic rate among 
women aged 18-40 years of age. 

Brian Marshall, a junior in fish-
eries and wildlife management from 
West Branch, is seeking to determine if 
aquatic insects in Great Lakes tribu-
taries alter their hatching timing in 
the presence of introduced spawning 
Pacific salmon, as they do where the 
salmon are native.

Amanda Chambers, a junior in 
fisheries and wildlife management 
from Midland, hopes to determine the 
status of brook trout on Cheney Creek, 
a tributary of the Tahquamenon River 
that was once considered to have a 
healthy brook trout population, and 
identify potential factors that may be 
limiting trout abundance and distribu-
tion.

Jordan Ernst, a senior in chemis-
try from Pickford, worked with the 
Chippewa/East Mackinac Conserva-
tion District, to determine the distribu-
tion of heavy metals in the Munuscong 
River watershed, which drains an area 
of approximately 384,000 acres before 
emptying into Munuscong Lake, an 
embayment of the St. Mary’s River. 

Anyone who wishes to support 
the undergraduate research fund may 
contact the LSSU Foundation office at 
906-635-2665 or make a contribution 
online at lssu.edu/foundation.

The deadline to apply for spring 
semester awards is Nov. 1. 

The LSSU Alumni 
Association is pleased 
to offer you a unique 
opportunity to add 
your name to the 
distinguished group 
of names already 
adorning the beautiful 
foyer of the Kenneth 
J. Shouldice Library. A 
$200 gift will reserve 
a specially designed 
brick etched with your 
name, that of a loved 
one, favorite faculty/
staff member or 
campus organization 
on the Legacy Wall. 

Legacy Wall

For more information or to 
reserve your brick, contact the 

Alumni office  
at alumnirelations@lssu.edu;  

call 906-635-6219; or visit  
alumni.lssu.edu/legacy.

Your tax deductible donation will join with 
others to create the Superior Legacy Alumni 
Fund, which finances special projects for 
LSSU students and alumni.

Faculty-student research published in 
RSC blog

LSSU faculty/student research 
published in the Royal Society of 
Chemistry’s “Green Chemistry” 
blog was among the top 10 most-
accessed articles back in September 
2010.

Chemistry professor Alexei 
Iretskii Ph.D. and his student 
Makayla Fettig published “Cata-
lytic disassembly of an organosolv 
lignin via hydrogen transfer from 
supercritical methanol” in the Sep-
tember 2010 issue. 

Iretskii and Fettig used an 
organically derived lignin to add 
hydrogen to fuels in a process to 
create environmentally friend-
ly fuels. A lignin or lignen is a 

complex chemical compound most 
commonly derived from wood and 
an integral part of the secondary 
cell wall of plants and some algae.

You’ll find Royal Society of 
Chemistry blogs at http://blogs.
rsc.org and a direct link to their 
article at http://blogs.rsc.org/
gc/2010/11/04/top-ten-most-ac-
cessed-articles-in-september/

The RSC is the largest organi-
zation in Europe for advancing the 
chemical sciences. Supported by a 
worldwide network of members 
and an international publishing 
business, its activities span educa-
tion, conferences, science policy 
and the promotion of chemistry to 
the public.

New literary journal  
published

Alumni from the 1970s and 1980s 
remember the Woods-Runner, the LSSU 
literary journal started by the Unicorn 
Hunters, former LSSU Public Rela-
tions Director Bill Rabe and professors 
Peter Thomas, John McCabe and John 
Stevens.

The journal was published for many 
years before being discontinued due 
to budget cuts in the late 1980s. It was 
followed by Blurb, an annual literary 
journal of photos, poetry and prose.

Border Crossing, LSSU’s new inter-
national literary journal, has just re-
leased its first issue. Picking up where 
the Woods-Runner and Blurb left off, it is 
packed with poetry, fiction, essays, and 
includes work by LSSU students as well 
as published writers. 

Find out more at the journal’s new 
website lssu.edu/bc or find it on Face-
book at “Border Crossing - Journal.” 
If you would like to purchase a copy, 
check the website or send a note to Prof. 
Julie Barbour at jbarbour@lssu.edu.

Giving to LSSU is easy! 
Go  to

www.lssu.edu/give
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HOOPS ALUMNAE – This group of four 
Laker Basketball alumnae teammates was 
part of the basketball reunion this year. The 
returning players are (l-r) Alyssa Vander-
Wal Robinson ‘09, Danielle Makins Lindloff 
‘08, Annie Dykhouse ‘09 and Jackie Arm-
strong ‘09.

SENDING THEM OFF – This table of six was part of the many graduates who 
enjoyed the annual Senior Send-off in April. The group includes Justin Graham, 
Caleb Moorhead, Kevin Lidbeck, Shelby LaBuhn, Emily Jensen, Matt Hlavacek.

Golden Graduate Reunion
Seven members of the Golden 

Grads Society -- those who attended 
LSSU at least 50 years ago – were on 
campus for graduation in April. Attend-
ees gathered at Lukenda Alumni House 
on Friday to reminisce about professors 
and living conditions during the days 
of the Sault Branch of the Michigan 
College of Mining and Technology. The 
Alumni Association compiled a com-
plimentary Memory Book filled with 
anecdotes, narratives and memories of 
Golden Grads. Attendees also received 
a commemorative medallion and suited 
up in academic regalia before leading 
the procession of LSSU graduates 
during the commencement ceremony.

Alumni gather around the Midwest

Your Alumni Association 
traveled around the Midwest over 
the past several months to greet 
alumni at games and reunions. 
Laker alumni also gathered closer 
to home. 

Here’s a look at some of the 
socials that have occurred since 
the first of the year.  

Following the Lakers to Ohio
Laker basketball teams enjoyed a 

tremendous turnout of LSSU fans for 
a January road game when more than 
90 friends, family and alumni attended 
a pizza party between the men’s and 
women’s games at Tiffin University in 
Ohio. Fans included a busload from 
Anna, Ohio, who drove up to watch 
hometown hero Derek Billing, a fresh-
man guard for LSSU. Laker blue and 
gold almost outnumbered the green and 
gold of the Tiffin Dragons.

Laker fans moved on for Laker 
hockey that same night in Bowling 
Green, where the Alumni Association 
hosted a pre-game social at Frickers. 
Alumni board members Kirk Wagner 
‘93, Bryan Dort ‘89 and Carol Boger ’78 
helped host and cheer on the Lakers.

MRPA Conference, Grand 
Traverse Resort

LSSU Recreation Studies professors 
Deb McPherson and Sally Childs at-
tended the annual Michigan Recreation 
and Park Association state conference in 
Acme in February and played host to a 
number of Laker alumni who attended 
the same conference. Among those who 
attended were Jill Pederson Vanderstel 
’83, director of the Northwest Ottawa 
Recreation Authority in Grand Haven; 
Mark Jenks ‘81, Director of Parks and 
Recreation for Delhi Charter Township; 
Scott Kierzek ‘98, Parks and Recreation 
Director in Saugatuck; and Darcy Jun-
tunen ‘80, a rehabilitation counselor in 
Traverse City. 

Basketball Alumni Weekend
Laker basketball alumni returned 

to campus in record numbers February 
12 for the annual Basketball Alumni 
Weekend. Alumni were introduced 
on court during half-time of the very 
tight games against Michigan Tech 
and enjoyed a reception in the Blue-
liner Room between games. After the 
women’s heartbreaking loss to MTU 
in a nail-biting overtime, hoops alumni 
headed over to Lukenda Alumni House 
to relax over a great dinner hosted by 
the Alumni Association. Then it was 
back to the Norris Center for Laker 
hockey vs. Alaska-Fairbanks, where 
basketball alumni enjoyed yet another 
reception in the hockey alumni box. 

Legends of Notre Dame
Laker hockey fans gathered for a 

pre-game social at Legends of Notre 
Dame prior to a great victory against 
the Fighting Irish in game two of the 
CCHA second round playoffs. Sat-
urday’s victory created a split in the 
weekend series, requiring a deciding 
third game Sunday for the chance to 
advance to the CCHA semi-finals at Joe 
Louis Arena. The Lakers fell to eighth-
ranked Notre Dame on Sunday, 4-2, 
bringing their season to an end.

Senior Sendoff 
Nearly 200 LSSU seniors attended 

the always-popular Senior Sendoff in 
April at Moloney’s Alley, where they 
enjoyed great appetizers courtesy of the 
Alumni Association, and almost every 
attendee won a door prize.

Engineering Alumni Bash
Engineering alumni gathered on 

campus with past and present faculty 
and current students during com-
mencement weekend for the first-ever 
Engineering Alumni Bash. Alumni 
kicked off the weekend with tours of the 
Center for Applied Science and an im-
promptu design competition that pitted 
alumni vs. seniors vs. faculty. The senior 
team of Mike Gearing, Ben Kurth, Phil 
Nicholson, John Mitchell and Jon Pre-
czewski, “The Blue Turtle Shells,” won 
the competition. A pig roast and live 
music completed the first night. The 
next day, alumni took in the Industrial 
Advisory Board meeting and the engi-
neering senior project final presenta-
tions, prior to graduation on Saturday.Golden Grad Arthur Disbrow ‘53 

and wife Joanne.

Some of LSSU’s Golden Grads.

See photos of these and other events at  
http://alumni.lssu.edu/events/.

EGG-FRIENDLY – Engineering faculty (from left) Muhammad Janjua, Andrew 
Jones, and Sai Nudurupati, joined by Al Schwartz of LSSU’s information technology 
department, launch an egg during impromptu design competition held during Engi-
neering’s inaugural Alumni Bash, Apr. 28-30. 

13



14 15

Impressive group to be recognized during Alumni 
Awards Banquet

The LSSU Alumni Relations Office will recognize three 
alumni and one longtime friend of the university during 
Great Lake State Weekend, Oct. 14-16. All four will be 
honored during the annual Alumni Awards Banquet, an 
event that has been a highlight of the weekend for many 
years.

The recipients include Charles J. Schmidt ‘75, Roches-
ter Hills, Mich., Outstanding Alumnus Award; Maj. Gen. 
Genaro “Gino” J. Dellarocco ‘78, Aberdeen Proving Ground, 

In presenting Chuck with its 
highest award, the Alumni Associa-
tion is recognizing him as a person 
who is successful and who supports 
his alma mater with his time, talent 
and financial support. He and his 
wife, Laurie (Pingatore) ‘74, a reg-
istered nurse, have been commit-
ted to LSSU since they graduated. 
They have been generous donors to 
the business building campaign and 
have supported business and nursing 
scholarships.

“I have had the pleasure of 
knowing Chuck for quite a few years, 
and I know of no one with a greater 
love and commitment for Lake State,” 
said Susan Fitzpatrick, director of 
LSSU Alumni Relations. “He is proud 
to demonstrate it. Chuck was a role 
model when he was a university trustee, and he continues 
to be a role model for active, involved alumni.”

Chuck was co-chair of the campaign for a new campus 
business building and he plays golf regularly in the Lake 
State Classic. He was a member of the LSSU Board of Trust-
ees until recently, having been appointed in 2002 for an 
eight-year term during which he built a reputation as a very 
involved, committed and caring trustee. He continues to 
serve on the LSSU Foundation’s board of directors and is 
chair of the executive committee.

“I am truly honored to have been considered for this 
award and I look forward to seeing some old friends at 
this year’s Great Lake State weekend,” said Chuck. “I have 
thoroughly enjoyed every aspect of my relationship with 
Lake State. It provided me with an excellent foundation to 
start my business career and, more important, helped shape 
the person I am today.

“Dr. Shouldice was president when I attended 
Lake State and his vision to create a small state school 
that focused primarily on the student was just what I 

Maj. Gen. Dellarocco is being pre-
sented with the Shouldice Achieve-
ment Award, which recognizes per-
sonal and professional successes that 
serve as outstanding examples to 
LSSU graduates. The award high-
lights significant achievements of 
alumni who serve as leaders in our 
region, state and nation. Gen. Del-
larocco is an excellent role model for 
leadership.

“As Alumni Director, I have the 
opportunity to meet some of LSSU’s 
most exceptional and influential 
alumni,” Fitzpatrick said. “Gen. Del-
larocco has been one of the most 
memorable. After hearing him at 
commencement in 2008, I am looking 
forward to hearing him speak again, 
and I hope to have the opportunity 
to learn more about the life of a top 
military commander when he is here 
during Great Lake State Weekend.”

Maj. Gen. Dellarocco has been the 
Commanding General, US Army Test 
and Evaluation Command at Aberdeen Proving Ground, 
Md. since October 2010. When he last visited LSSU, he was 
the program executive officer, Missiles and Space, Redstone 
Arsenal, Ala., where he was responsible for all life cycle 
activities of assigned programs, including the Army’s two 
largest international cooperative development programs -- 
the Medium Extended Air Defense System and the Multi-
ple Launch Rocket System. On behalf of the Asst. Secretary 
of the Army (Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics), he 
managed all 38 of the Army’s missile systems.

Maj. Gen. Dellarocco has also served as the Deputy 
Commanding General for Systems Integration, US Army 
Research, Development and Engineering Command, Fort 
Belvoir, Va. His responsibilities included quickly placing 
the right technology into the hands of soldiers at war and 
integrating research, development, and engineering across 
the entire spectrum of the Army’s technology base includ-
ing: Army Laboratories and Research, Development, and 
Engineering Centers, Department of Defense Laboratories, 
universities, industry, sister services, ally and foreign ser-
vices, and other science and technology sources. 

He has also served as the Chief, Capabilities and Ac-
quisition Division, J8, the Joint Staff from 2005 -2006 and 
as the director, US Army Acquisition Support Center. He 
served from 2001-2003 as the project manager for Force Pro-
jection at Program Executive Office, Combat Support and 
Combat Service Support in Warren, Mich. He graduated 
from the US Army War College at Carlisle, Penn. in 2001 
and its Advanced Strategic Arts Program. 

Prior to his attendance at the USAWC, Maj. Gen. 
Dellarocco was assigned from 1997-2000 as the product 
manager, Petroleum and Water Systems, US Army Tank-

needed. The faculty in the business 
school was outstanding. They took the 
time to assist each student in under-
standing business concepts and their 
application in the real world. The staff 
was also fantastic. We learned that if 
you asked, someone would listen and 
provide assistance. 

“Dr. Shouldice’s vision still exists! 
We still have a caring faculty and staff 
that are teaching young people the 
lessons they need to succeed in life.” 

When Chuck says he enjoyed 
every part of being a Laker and still 
does, he means it.

“I even look back fondly at 
my attempt to play hockey for the 
Lakers,” Chuck said. “In my first 
practice, I was checked off the ice and 
into the folding chairs in row one of 
the Pullar Stadium. I learned quickly 
that hockey was not something I 
would list on my LSSU resume, but 
I still enjoy playing the sport to this 
day.”

Chuck is a founding partner, portfolio manager and 
chief financial officer for Seizert Capital Partners LLC, an 
investment firm founded in 2000 in Birmingham, Mich. that 
manages over $3 billion in capital for pension and profit 
sharing plans, endowment and foundations and private 
clients. Prior to that he was a portfolio manager and co-
manager of the Investment Counsel Group for Loomis 
Sayles and Co. from 1993-2000; vice president of Continen-
tal Bank, Chicago, 1988-92; and held positions with First of 
America Bank. 

Chuck and Laurie are involved with several chari-
table organizations, including Winning Futures, St. John 
Fisher Chapel and WHO. Chuck is a past board member 
of Common Ground/ Sanctuary and Hawthorne Hills Ho-
meowners Association and member of the CFA Institute 
Detroit Analyst Society. Chuck is also a member of Vistage. 

Chuck holds bachelor of science degrees in finance and 
economics from LSSU, and his master’s degree in business 
administration from Western Michigan University. He and 
Laurie have two children and two grandchildren.

Automotive and Armaments 
Command in Warren. 

In 1995, Maj. Gen. Dellarocco 
worked in the Office of the Assis-
tant Secretary of the Army for Re-
search, Development, and Acqui-
sition. At SARDA, he handled Con-
gressional activities and served as 
the Air and Missile Defense Branch 
Chief for the Missile Systems Di-
rectorate. Prior to the SARDA as-
signment, he served a joint tour 
with the Ballistic Missile Defense 
Organization. Based on this assign-
ment, he was formally designated 
as Joint Specialty Officer in 1998. 
As a precursor to the BMDO as-
signment, he spent a year in Train-
ing with Industry Program at the 
McDonnell Douglas Astronautics 
(Space Systems) Company in 1988. 
Also, he was inducted into the 
Army Acquisition Corps in 1990. 

During the 1980s, Maj. Gen. 
Dellarocco served in several lo-

gistics assignments in Germany and then became a senior 
instructor at the US Army Quartermaster School and was a 
member of the Light Infantry Division New Organization 
Training Team. Along the way, he was decorated with the 
Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit, Defense 
Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, 
Army Commendation Medal, Army Achievement Medal, 
Air Force Space Badge, Office of the Secretary of Defense 
Identification Badge, Joint Chiefs of Staff Identification 
Badge and Army Staff Identification Badge.

Maj. Gen. Dellarocco graduated in 1978 from Lake State 
when it was still Lake Superior State College with a bach-
elor of science degree in business-marketing. He immedi-
ately received a Regular Army commission in the Quarter-
master Corps. He earned a master’s degree in 1991 from the 
Material Acquisition Management from the Florida Institute 
of Technology, a master’s of Military Art and Science while 
attending the Command and General Staff College in 1992, 
and a master’s of Strategic Studies from the US Army War 
College in 2001. 

Maj. Gen. Dellarocco and his wife Corby have one 
daughter, Lauren.

Charles Schmidt
Outstanding Alumnus Award

Major General Genaro “Gino” J. Dellarocco
Kenneth Shouldice Achievement Award

Md., Kenneth Shouldice Achievement Award; Holly M. 
Johnson ‘00, Tripoli, Iowa, Paul Ripley Young Alumna 
Award and J. C. Huizenga, Grand Rapids, Mich., Donald 
and Catherine Finlayson Award.

Tickets for the banquet, which will be held at 4:30 p.m. 
on Oct. 15 in the Walker Cisler Center, are $20 each and 
available through the LSSU Alumni Office, 906-635-6219, 
alumnirelations@lssu.edu or online at lssu.edu/glsw.

For banquet tickets, contact the  
LSSU Alumni Office, 906-635-6219,  

alumnirelations@lssu.edu or  
online at lssu.edu/glsw.
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Holly (Julian) Johnson hit the 
ground running when she came 
from Posen, Mich. to enroll at 
LSSU in 1995, and she hasn’t quit. 
For her accomplishments at LSSU, 
University of Northern Iowa, 
Upper Iowa University, and more, 
she is being presented with the 
Ripley Award, which recognizes 
alumni who have experienced 
exceptional professional success 
early in their careers. 
Holly is associate vice president 
for development at Upper Iowa 
University in Fayette, Iowa, which 
was founded in 1857 and is now 
the largest private college in the 
state. She started at UIU in 2009 
as director of Alumni and Devel-
opment and was promoted to her 
current position in May.

As associate VP, she seeks 
major gifts for the university and 
serves as the department’s su-
pervisor and administrator. She 
is responsible for the direct supervision of the director of 
Planned and Major Gifts, director of Major Gifts, and di-
rector of Annual Giving and creates the donor cultivation 
materials with and for the development staff. She also plans 
and leads the implementation of special major gift fund-
raising initiatives. In addition, she has been active in the 
Council for Advancement and Support of Education.

“Holly started impressing people around her from the 
moment she arrived at LSSU,” said Fitzpatrick. “I’ve always 
known her to be incredibly organized, efficient, and full of 
enthusiasm and exciting ideas. We always knew she would 
accomplish great things. She’s already done very well for 
one so young; we are all excited to see what else she’ll ac-
complish in the years ahead!”

Holly honed her abilities to communicate, plan, and 
work with her constituents on and off campus during her 
10 years as a student and employee at LSSU. She became a 
student assistant with the LSSU Foundation and the Alumni 

J.C. Huizenga of Grand Rapids 
did not graduate from LSSU, but 
you would never know it from his 
support of LSSU scholarships and 
academic programs. The Alumni 
Association is presenting him with 
the Donald and Catherine Finlayson 
Award, which recognizes an indi-
vidual who has enjoyed success in 
his profession and community, and 
who is a strong advocate of LSSU, 
its programs, faculty and students. 

Huizenga’s companies recruit 
LSSU students on campus every 
year and have hired many alumni. 
He has been an extremely gener-
ous donor to LSSU’s engineering 
program since 2002 and has worked 
with engineering students on their 
senior projects. His donations have 
helped dozens of incoming fresh-
men get started in engineering, and 
hundreds of middle and high school 
students attend LSSU’s summer 
programs, particularly the Women 
in Technology programs and Robotics Camps. 

“Lake State’s commitment to preparing today’s stu-
dents for tomorrow’s jobs can be seen not only on campus, 
but throughout the state,” Huizenga said. “From its world-
class engineering programs to its work chartering public 
schools in cities where kids need choices, Lake State is pro-
viding quality educational options that transform lives. It is 
truly an institution that makes all of Michigan proud.”

“Mr. Huizenga has been a strong supporter of engineer-
ing and LSSU for many years,” said LSSU Provost Morrie 
Walworth. “Besides his generous gifts that have supported 
scholarships and summer programs, his indirect support 
of our graduates is noteworthy as he owns and operates 
several businesses in Michigan that employ LSSU alumni. 
His continued dedication to LSSU year after year has 
become an important component of our educational pro-
grams.”

Huizenga is owner of The Huizenga Group, a pri-
vately held firm that provides management services to a 
diverse group of companies involved in custom automa-
tion machine building, tool and die, packaging, electri-
cal contracting and highly engineered automotive compo-
nent manufacturing. Together, the companies employ more 
than 1,000 people and provide products and services for 
the world’s leading automotive, pharmaceutical, consumer 
goods and office furniture manufacturers.

His love of education and helping students spurred 
him to found National Heritage Academies, which manages 
more than 55 public school academies, including two char-
tered by LSSU. National Heritage Academies’ first school, 
Excel Charter Academy, opened its doors to 174 students in 
September 1995          . The NHA-managed public school acad-

J.C. Huizenga
Donald and Catherine Finlayson Award

Holly (Julian) Johnson
Paul Ripley Young Alumna Award

Relations Office and a leader in 
Student Alumni Involved for 
Lake State (SAILS). Just before she 
graduated, she was hired as special 
events coordinator and administra-
tive assistant in the Alumni Rela-
tions Office, where one of her duties 
included coordinating the Alumni 
Awards program, Athletics Hall of 
Fame and other special events.

In 2002, she was hired as direc-
tor of LSSU Student Life, working 
with orientation, the still-popular 
Lakerpalooza, and more. She was 
promoted to director of Campus 
Life in 2004, a job which included 
supervision of Housing and Resi-
dential Life staff.

As an LSSU student and exem-
plary staff member, Holly earned 
several awards, including Employee 
of the Year in 2002, the Judge James 
J. Fenlon Award for Student Lead-
ership in 1999, and several awards 
with CASE and the Association of 

Student Advancement Programs.
She left LSSU to become assistant director for member-

ship and operations with the University of Northern Iowa 
Alumni Association in 2006, which eventually led to her 
position at UIU.

“My education at LSSU went far beyond instruction 
and challenges in the classroom,” Holly said. “It extended 
to my extra-curricular activities with student government, 
residence life and university advancement. Through the 
combination of my degree in business and my student ex-
periences, I felt empowered and confident enough to be cre-
ative, assertive and passionate about my career. My career 
is a reflection of my LSSU experience.

“When I left the LSSU Campus Life Office in 2006 it 
was to pursue my passion for higher education through 
the field of advancement. My current job is to build rela-
tionships that provide resources so other students have 
the same opportunities I had both inside and outside the 
classroom. Through my position, I also have the responsi-
bility and honor of mentoring students and new profession-
als in the field of advancement – I see this as a way to ‘pay 
forward’ the mentoring and education I was so fortunate to 
find,” she added. 

“I am so grateful to the LSSU community for providing 
an environment for professional growth from the time I set 
foot on campus.”

In addition to her BS in business administration- eco-
nomics/finance from LSSU, Holly anticipates receiving a 
master’s degree in administration from Central Michigan 
University this winter. 

Holly and her husband Michael have two children, 
Zachary and Maguire.

emies chartered by LSSU -- Ridge 
Park in Grand Rapids, and Regent 
Park Scholars in Harper Woods 
-- opened in 1998 and 2011, respec-
tively. NHA has been listed on Inc. 
magazine’s 500 Fastest Growing 
Private Companies four times over 
the years.

An involved volunteer and 
philanthropist, Huizenga’s service 
includes board roles on the Grand 
Valley State University Foundation, 
the Seidman Business School adviso-
ry board, Central Michigan Univer-
sity advisory board, the Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Michigan business 
advisory committee, the Michigan 
Family Forum board of directors, the 
divisional Salvation Army advisory 
board, the Potter’s House Founda-
tion board and the Grand Rapids 
Economic Club board of directors.

Huizenga has also chaired the 
Michigan Chamber of Commerce, 
served as a national judge for the 
Ernst and Young Entrepreneur of the 

Year competition and is a member of the Mackinac Center 
advisory council and the Acton Institute boards.

Beyond Michigan, Huizenga’s volunteerism has includ-
ed work as chair of the international Haggai Institute Board 
and chair of the US board of Stephen’s Children, a Middle 
East organization dedicated to bringing education to under-
privileged children in Cairo.

He has been recognized for his accomplishments in 
business as well as his leadership in school reform and his 
worldwide philanthropy with awards that include: Ernst 
and Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award, Grand Valley 
State University Charter School Pioneer Award, Michigan 
Association of Public School Academies Leadership Award, 
Michigan School Board Leaders Association’s Visionary 
Award, The Dutch American Heritage Foundation of South-
ern California Hall of Fame, and the Education Industry As-
sociation’s James P. Boyle Award.

Huizenga holds a bachelor’s degree in economics from 
Hope College in Holland, Mich. and a master’s degree in 
business administration from Michigan State University. He 
has one son, David.

Here’s your opportunity to etch your name into the history of Laker 
Athletics while supporting its future! The plaza approach to the new Atrium 
of the James Norris Physical Education Center will feature an opportunity 
for LSSU fans to become a permanent part of Laker Athletics. Now you 
can leave your legacy with a personalized plaza brick. 

Order online at www.lssu.edu/foundation/pavers.

Be a Part of Laker History

Help us Go Green by joining the Alumni 
Association online at 
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Lake State’s 22nd annual 
Greater Peninsula Orthopedics 
Lake State Golf Classic for Laker 
Club scholarship aid and opera-
tional support was a success June 
10-12 at Gaylord’s Otsego Club. 
The event attracted more than 125 
alumni and friends of LSSU.

A highlight was the live auction 
of an autographed Ndamukong 
Suh football and rookie card held 
during Saturday night Classic Bash. 
More than 120 auction items were 
sold throughout the weekend for a 
32% increase of proceeds over last 
year. There were also slight increas-
es in the number of sponsors and 
golfers for the outing this year.

Taking first place with a score 
of 56, in Flight A on the Tribute 
Course were Matt Smith, Steve Het-
tinga, Darren Delvaux and Brian 
Robinette. Second place Flight A, 
also on the Tribute, were the four-
some of Rich Metro, Joe Claxton, 
Kyle Jean and Kory Kaunisto with 
a 59.

In Flight B on the Tribute, Ritch 
Lewis, Mel Lewis, Dave Bohnett 
and Michael Schauer took first-
place honors on a tie-breaker with a 
score of 61 while the team of Chuck 
Cliff, Larry Fitzpatrick, Rick Fitz-
patrick and Chuck Schmidt placed 
second. The Tribute Mixed team 
winners were Mary Jo Barck, Tom 

CRAFTING A CLASSIC – An ever-
popular golf benefit named for Laker 
cornerstone, Ronald “Bud” Cooper, is 
back. The Bud Cooper Memorial Golf 
Classic was held July 22 at the Sault 
Country Club. The four-person, best-
ball scramble was followed by a dinner 
and an auction of golf packages, Laker 
apparel, and other unique items. Cooper’s 
son Kevin and wife Pam are shown here 
holding an auction item -- a hand-crafted 
solid oak television stand built by Kevin’s 
uncle Henry Magalski, a retired General 
Motors pattern-maker. This year’s Cooper 
Classic boosted the LSSU men’s basket-
ball program.

A GIFT FROM AMY -- LSSU President Tony McLain, members of the U.S. Coast 
Guard Sector Sault, and the Ignatowski family of Sault Ste. Marie, gather with a por-
trait of Amy Ignatowski during a ceremony on June 9 that awarded an educational 
grant in her memory to a coastguardsman. From left are USCG Information Systems 
Technician M. Walters; Chief Warrant Officer J. Meenan; Master Chief Machinery 
Technician B. Jacobson; grant recipient Electronic Technician Second Class Justin 
Jemison; Amy’s parents, Robin and Paul; Amy’s paternal grandmother, Mary Dyk-
house; Capt. Joseph McGuiness, Sector Sault Commander; and President McLain. The 
Ignatowskis created the award after the loss of their daughter, Amy, who was killed in 
May 2008 while serving with the USCG in Corpus Christi, Tex. The memorial fund 
assists Coast Guard members and their families with the cost of attending LSSU. The 
scholarship and the efforts of LSSU and Sector Sault Educational Support Officer 
Brian Streichert have helped increase enrollment of Coast Guard members at LSSU.  
(Photo by LSSU student Sean O’Mara)

Class Notes
70s

Mark Poletti ’79, Bath, Mich., flew his 
Laker flag proudly while he cooked his 
famous Soo-Zooberry pancakes in the 
parking lot of Boyne Highlands Resort for a 
carbo-loading breakfast before the annual 
Zoo-de-Mackinac 51-mile bike ride in May. 
The annual ride – not race -- travels scenic 
roads from Boyne to Mackinaw City, where 
it finishes with post-ride parties at The 
Crossings and on Mackinac Island. Mark is 
always looking for other Lakers to join him 
for breakfast and the ride, which he refers 
to as the Soo-de-Zoo-de-Mack in honor 
of the location of LSSU’s campus and the 
Laker connection. Interested? Send us a 
note (alumnirelations@lssu.edu) and we’ll 
introduce you to other Lakers making the 
trek! Mark was joined this year by Kelvin ‘74 
and Estelle ‘77 Smyth.

80s
Ann (Bolen) Balfour ’81, East Tawas, 

has been appointed president of the St. 
Joseph Health System after serving as 
interim president since October 2010. She is 
a member of the American Society of Health 
Risk Management, the Michigan Society of 
Health Risk Management, and the Hospital 
Council of East Central Michigan. She is 
currently working towards a master’s degree 
from Central Michigan University.

Joan (Folkersma) Berkompas ’86, 
Rudyard, received the LSSU Quality in 
Nursing Service award from LSSU. The 
award is generated through the LSSU 
student nurses, who cite “a positive attitude, 
strength, professionalism and intelligence in 
working with patients and their families.”

Col. Steven Charbonneau ’84, 
Alexandria, Va., has been named an 
academic fellow for 2011-2012 by the 
Foundation for the Defense of Democracies, 
a non-partisan policy institute headquartered 
in Washington, DC. He traveled to Israel 
at the beginning of June for an intensive 
course in terrorism studies and, in particular, 
how democracies can defeat the worldwide 
terrorist threat. Charbonneau teaches both 
the intermediate and senior-level Naval War 
College courses on Security Strategies in the 
National Security Affairs Department, with an 
emphasis in the intermediate courses on US 
Central Command’s area of responsibility, the 
greater Middle East and South Central Asia.

Bennett, Dick Crittenden and Jeff 
Holt with a score of 63. Special event 
winners on the Tribute were Kyle 
Jean, Longest Drive, Bob Siekas for 
longest putt.

On the Classic Course, Doug 
Pascoe, Billy Maleport, Ty Jones and 
Kyle Waisanen combined for first 
place scoring a 65 in Flight A, while 
the team of David Mastaw, Jaime 
Methner, Brian Knowles and Jerry 
Stephens were second place with a 66.

With a score of 64, the Flight B 
first-place team was Dave Scott, Mike 
Day, Paul Day and Jerry Cadreau 
on the Classic Course. The four-
some of Ed Smith, Brad Smith, John 
Ferroni and Phil Ferroni carded a 66 
for second place. The Mixed winning 
team on the Classic was Rachael 
McCoy, Pete Scornaiencki, Julia Roque 
and Jim Roque with a score of 63.

Special event winners on the 
Classic Course were men’s longest 
drive, David Mastaw; longest putt, 
Joe Cercone. Leah Voss had the 
women’s longest drive and Julia 
Roque, longest putt. The top women’s 
team was the squad of Sue Fitzpat-
rick, Joan Jorgensen, Leah Voss, and 
Luanne Webb.

Next year’s 23rd Lake State Golf 
Classic is set for the second weekend 
in June. Call the LSSU Foundation 
at 906-635-6670 for information and 
sponsorship opportunities.

HORSESHOES AND HAND GRENADES – Team 14 on the Tribute Course 
(Corey Sober, Jason Morehouse, Eric Moran, and Kevin Martin) comes “this close” 
to sinking an Eagle on Hole 13 during the 22nd annual Greater Peninsula Ortho-
pedics Lake State Golf Classic at Gaylord’s Otsego Club. Auction proceeds were up 
32% over last year, with funds earmarked for Laker Club, which provides team op-
erational support and student-athlete scholarships. Ron and Corey Sober’s Gallagher 
Benefit Services, Inc., was the Tribute Course Sponsor. 

Name-the-Event Title Sponsor:
Greater Peninsula Orthopedics
Dr. Shane Woolever 
 
Classic Bash & Breakfast Sponsor:
War Memorial Hospital
 
Classic Logmark Social Sponsor:
Central Savings Bank
 
Classic Course Sponsor:
Bay Mills Indian Community
 
Tribute Course Sponsor:
Gallagher Benefit Services Inc.
Ron & Corey Sober 

Grillin n Chillin Sponsors:
Riverside Medical Associates 

Classic “IPO” Sponsor: 
Merrill Lynch
Jason Trzcinski & Jeremy Bachusz 

Beverage Cart Sponsor: 
Rehmann Group 

Beverage Sponsor:
Coca-Cola Bottling Company of Michigan
 
Hole in One Sponsor:
O’Connor’s Chrysler, Dodge, & Jeep 
 
Media Sponsors: 
WYSS/WKNW
WSOO/WSUE FM 

Corporate Partners:
Gundlach Champion Inc.
Kelley Cawthorne
Pingatore Cleaners Inc - Rick Fitzpatrick
Precision Edge Surgical Products 
Company 

Corporate Sponsors:
Arfstrom Pharmacies Inc.
Bay Mills Indian Community
First National Bank of St. Ignace
mBank
National Office Products
Sault Printing, Inc.
Shelley White-Thomas Law Firm PLLC 

Special Events Sponsors:
Allstar Graphics Inc.
D. Beacom Insurance Agency
DeVere Construction
Don Wilson Insurance
Fund Evaluation Group
Horn’s Gaslight Bar
Kane Group
Madigan Pingatore Insurance Service
Tony and Melissa McLain
Old Mission Bank
Thomas G. Robinson
West Pier Place 

Hole Sponsors:
Advantage Printing & Graphics
Barnes & Noble Bookstore
Chippewa County Credit Union
East Jordan Iron Works Inc.
Great Lakes Allergy & Asthma
Henry Guzzo CFP

Lake State Golf Classic Sponsors
Terry and Nancy Heyns
Huntington Bank
Gary Kay - Century 21
Kewadin Casino
Lynn Auto Parts
Bill McLeod -  
 Edward Jones Investments
Promotion Concepts - Bill Arsenault
Quaker State Oil Change
Sault Lions Club
Dr. Edward Smith
Soo Co-op Credit Union
Soo Motors Inc.

Silent Auction Donors:
A Cut Above the Rest
Ang-Gio’s Restaurant
Applebee’s
Barish’s 
Barnes & Noble Bookstore
Blue Heron Charters
Cloverland Electric Cooperative
Coca-Cola Enterprises Inc.
Co-Ed Flowers
Corp of Engineers
Cup Of The Day
Curves for Women
Das Gift Haus
Dean Acres Travel
Detroit Lions
Detroit Red Wings
Everything Electric
Frankenmuth Fudge Kitchen
Fudge du Locke
Glen’s Market
Greater Peninsula Orthopedics
Hydro Spray

International Bridge Authority
Island Books & Crafts
Lake Superior Car Wash
Laker Golf
Laker Hockey
Laker Men’s Basketball
Laker Softball
Laker Tennis
Laker Track & Field
Laker Volleyball
Laker Women’s Basketball
Leitz Sports Center, Inc.
Lock View Restaurant
LSSU Alumni Association
LSSU Arts Center
LSSU Superior Edventures
LSSU Theatre Fund
Lynn Auto Parts
Palace Sports & Entertainment
Penske Automotive Group-Penske Racing
Quick ‘N Clean Car Wash
Ramada Plaza Hotel Ojibway
Reno’s Car Care
Riverstone Gallery
Sault Historic Sites, Inc.
Sault Realism
Sault Ste. Marie Country Club
SkateFenders
Soo Brewing Company
Soo Builders Supply Company
Soo Locks Boat Tours
Soo Motors
Soo Supervalu Foods
The Antlers
The Art Store
The Dunes Club
Tractor Supply
Wild Bluff Golf Course 

Classic remains popular
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Several board members were re-
elected to four-year terms, including: 
Patricia Caruso ‘75 and Betsy 
Demaray ‘83, both of Sault Ste. Marie; 
Bob Kjolhede ‘76, Belding; Greg 
Parker ‘83, Brimley; David Saunders, 
‘80, Sault Ste. Marie, Ont.; and Larry 
Westby, Vanderbilt.

“I feel fortunate to work with 
such a talented and motivated board 
of directors,” said Tom Coates, LSSU 
Foundation Executive Director. “Our 
board is moving forward to further 
enhance the fundraising efforts of the 
LSSU Foundation.” 

The elected members are part of a 
30-member board that includes com-
munity leaders, LSSU administra-
tion and alumni. The board governs 
the 501(c)3 non-profit organization, 
whose sole purpose is to raise con-
tributions for LSSU in support of a 
variety of areas, including scholar-
ships, academic and athletic pro-
grams, physical plant, and capital 
campaigns. 

The LSSU Foundation announced 
the appointment of two new board 
members and reappointments of a slate 
of current directors for four-year terms 
during a recent meeting.

The new appointments are David 
Jahn, a 1990 LSSU graduate who is 
president and CEO at War Memo-
rial Hospital in Sault Ste. Marie, and 
Cynthia Williams, a 1976 LSSU gradu-
ate who is executive director of the 
Michigan Education Special Services 
Association in East Lansing. Both Jahn’s 
and Williams’ terms expire in 2015.

Donofrios dance with Iggy Pop

New York Islanders captain 
Doug Weight ‘91 announced his re-
tirement in May from the National 
Hockey League, although he remains 
with the Islanders organization as an 
assistant coach and senior advisor to 
the general manager. 

“It was an honor to be a member 
of the NHL for the 19 years I laced 
up my skates,” Weight said. “I have 
a lifetime of memories from playing 
this game and cherish them all. I am 
excited to begin this next phase of my 
professional career and help the Is-
landers continue to climb the ladder 
to winning the Stanley Cup.”

Weight, a Laker standout from 
1989-1991, was inducted into the 
LSSU Athletics Hall of Fame in 
July 2010. He established the Doug 
Weight Hockey Endowment in 2002 
to support Laker hockey operations, 
noting that it was his intention to 
establish an endowment that reflects 
his desire to benefit the growth and 
success of the program while inspir-
ing others to contribute as well. His 
endowment represented the first 
major financial contribution by a 
former Laker Hockey player in the 
university’s history.

A veteran of 1,335 NHL games, 
he finished his career placing 65th 

on the NHL’s scoring list with 1,033 
points. The Detroit, Mich., native’s 
748 career assists rank 40th in the 
league, while his 1,238 regular season 
games played is the 76th highest total 
in NHL history.

“Doug is the ultimate leader,” 
said Islanders General Manager 
Garth Snow. “He has taken our 
young core of players over the past 
three years, and helped elevate their 
game to a point where we now see 
our franchise competing with the top 
teams in the league…We are excited 
to have him join our Hockey Opera-
tions Department in seeing through 
with our goal of winning the Stanley 
Cup.”

Weight, a four-time NHL All-
Star, was named the 12th captain 
in Islanders history on Oct. 2, 2009. 
Originally drafted by the New York 
Rangers in the second round (34th 
overall) of the 1990 NHL entry draft, 
Weight’s career included stints with 
the Rangers, Edmonton Oilers, St. 
Louis Blues, Carolina Hurricanes, 
Anaheim Ducks and the Islanders.

The 5-11, 196-pound center 
played in 97 NHL playoff games, 
posting 23 goals and 49 assists. 
He won his first and only Stanley 
Cup with Carolina in 2006. Weight 

80s 
James Fraley ’83, Encinitas, 

Calif., is the vice president of Business 
Development at 5BARz International Inc. 
He has more than 20 years experience in 
the telecommunications industry and has 
spent many years in business development 
for major industry leaders such as 
Samsung Telecommunications America, 
SONY Wireless Telecommunications 
Company (WTC), Oki Telecommunications 
and Qualcomm. 

Gerry Grosskopf ’85, Petoskey, is an 
electrical engineer at Industrial Magnetics, 
Inc. in Boyne City. Linda (Breidenstein) 
Grosskopf ’86 teaches and manages 
the development office at Harbor Light 
Christian school in Harbor Springs. 

Paul Kelso PhD ’86, Dafter, LSSU 
geology and physics professor, received 
the Michigan Distinguished Professor 
of the Year Award from the Presidents 
Council of State Universities of Michigan. 
Kelso was honored during an awards 
program in May in Lansing, along with 
three other recipients and nominees 
from each of the 15 public universities in 
Michigan. 

Vicki (Groleau) Schwab ’84, Nahma, 
is the associate director of the Economic 
Development Alliance. She is responsible 
for leading in the promotion of Delta 
County through the attraction, retention 
and expansion of business and industry. 

Scott Smart ’86, Portales, NM, has 
been named to the State Investment 
Council in New Mexico. He is the vice 
president of business affairs at Eastern 
New Mexico University. 

Michael Ulicny ’86, Shelby Township, 
works for Dimensional Control Systems in 
Troy.

LSSU Public Safety Officer Pete 
Donofrio ‘91 called it one of the high-
lights of his life when he and his wife 
Diane ‘96 and daughter Rachele at-
tended a tribute concert put on by 
Iggy and the Stooges on April 19 at 
the Michigan Theatre in Ann Arbor. 

Iggy Pop and his Stooges are con-
sidered some of the pioneers of punk 
music and have been performing for 
more than 40 years. The Ann Arbor 
concert was in memory of former 
bandmate and guitarist Ron Asheton, 
who died in 2009.

Diane and Rachele are shown 
posing here in a photo that Pete took 
of them with Stooges drummer Scott 
Asheton (Ron Asheton’s brother) 
after the performance.

During the concert, when the 
band played “Shake Appeal,” Iggy 
invited the crowd to dance with him 
on stage and the Donofrios lost no 
time in running down from their 
balcony seats to accept the invitation. 
If you look on AnnArbor.com (see 
link below) you’ll see a photo taken 
by Melanie Maxwell that shows them 

Doug Weight hangs up skates, will remain in NHL as a coachFoundation elects directors

on stage. In Maxwell’s photo, Rachele 
is the smiling red-haired young lady 
just to Iggy’s right, and Pete can be 
seen on the left side of the photo, just 
under a videographer’s camera.

Diane is a registered nurse who 
received her BSN at LSSU. Daughter 
Rachele is a dance major at University 
of Michigan.

Read more about the performance 
and see the stage photo in a story 
written by former Sault resident Roger 
LeLievre at http://annarbor.com/en-
tertainment/stooges-mainbar/.

Cynthia Williams David Jahn

MEETING A FAN – Doug Weight signs a puck for Frank Castor at his LSSU  
Athletics Hall of Fame induction in July 2010.

reached the 1,000-point milestone 
with the Islanders on Jan. 2, 2009, 
becoming the eighth American-born 
player and 73rd NHL player to reach 
1,000 points.

On the international stage, 
Weight won a silver medal with the 
United States at the 2002 Winter 
Olympics and also skated with the 
1998 US Olympic Team. He also 
represented the US in the World 
Cup of Hockey in 2004 and in 1996, 
helping Team USA win the champi-
onship in 1996.Weight appeared in 
one World Junior Championship in 
1991, leading the entire tournament 
in scoring, and he also played in the 
1993, 1994 and 2005 World Champi-
onships for the US.

Weight was presented with the 
2011 King Clancy Memorial Trophy 
this summer. The award is given an-
nually to the player who best exem-
plifies leadership qualities on and off 
the ice and who has made a signifi-
cant humanitarian contribution to 
his community. He was presented 
with the trophy in June at the NHL 
Awards Show in Las Vegas.

Weight was limited to 18 games 
in his final NHL season, but his 
on-ice leadership remained strong. 
While rehabilitating a season-ending 
back injury, he remained an everyday 
presence with the Islanders, taking 
on a coaching role with his team-
mates during practices and maintain-
ing his leadership role as captain in 
the locker room. Late in the season, 
when he was officially shut down for 
the year, Weight stepped behind the 
bench to serve as an assistant coach 
for the final games of 2010-11. 
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For more information  
on the LSSU Foundation or  
how your financial support  

can help the university,  
please visit  

lssu.edu/foundation  
or call 906-635-2665.

Paul Kelso PhD
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Former Lake Superior State de-
fenseman Paul Jerrard ’87 begins his 
second coaching stint in the National 
Hockey League in 2011-12 as an assis-
tant coach with the Dallas Stars.

Newly-hired Dallas Stars head 
coach Glen Gulutzan brought Jerrard 
with him from the AHL’s Texas 
Stars. Jerrard spend two 
seasons in Austin, Tex., 
after spending three 
seasons with the Dallas’ 
developmental affili-
ate, the Iowa Stars. This 
is Jerrard’s second NHL 
stint. His first was in 
2002-03 as a video coor-
dinator for the Colorado 
Avalanche.

“You dream about 
getting to this level, 
and you don’t know if 
or when it’s going to 
happen,” Jerrard said. 
“Fortunately we did a 
good job in Austin for 
two years and an opportunity came 
for the head coach. He wanted to 
bring in people who had familiarity 
with the organization.”

Gulutzan and Jerrard led the 
Texas Stars to the AHL Playoffs in 
both campaigns and coached the 
Stars to the Calder Cup Finals during 
the franchise’s inaugural season of 
2009-10. Gulutzan posted a cumula-
tive 87-56-17 record (.597 points per-
centage) during the regular season 
and a 16-14 (.533 winning percentage) 
record during the playoffs with Texas.

Jerrard’s role won’t change much 
with the promotion. He will still be 
in charge of the defense and scout-
ing, and will help the penalty-killing 
units.

“There is certainly more pres-
sure in the NHL, but just one direc-
tive, and that is to win,” Jerrard said. 
“While in Austin during the last 
couple years, our focus was on de-
velopment and winning. Now there 
is just one directive. But one thing 
is nice. Both of us have been in the 
organization for six years. We are fa-
miliar with upper management and 
the expectations of the organization. 
And there are seven or eight players 
up in Dallas who I knew in Iowa or 
Austin.”

LSSU expects to continue its solid 
standing in Great Lakes Intercolle-
giate Athletic Conference women’s 
basketball by naming former Ferris 
State and University of Maine assis-
tant coach Justin Rees as its new head 
women’s basketball 
coach.

Rees replaces Jamie 
Pewinski, who was 
named head women’s 
basketball coach at her 
alma mater, Saginaw 
Valley State University, 
on April 18. Pewinski 
was 77-61 during five 
seasons as the Lakers’ 
head coach. She also 
spent seven seasons 
as an assistant under 
former LSSU head coach 
Kris Dunbar, who was 
142-57 during that time.

“I am pleased 
that Coach Rees will be leading our 
women’s basketball program,” LSSU 
Athletics Director Kris Dunbar said. 
“His knowledge of the GLIAC and 
his experience recruiting in Michigan 
will help our program immediately. 
He is known for his integrity and 
passion for the game, which will help 
bring positive results for LSSU.”

Rees, a Florida native who played 
basketball at Barry University, was 
an assistant coach at Post Univer-
sity from 1999-02, Ferris State from 
2002-07 and Maine from 2007-11. He 
was Maine’s recruiting coordinator 
and worked on-court primarily with 
post players.

“The history at Lake State, as 
far as I remember it, is that they’ve 
always had great post players,” Rees 
noted. “Alice Duesing was a cross-
over, but she generally played in the 
post. Becky Marquardt-King, Jackie 
Armstrong, and now Marie Blazejew-
ski and Cassy Schemberger – they’ve 
always had a tradition of having 
great post players. Maybe I’ll give the 
guards a different vision than they’ve 
had.”

Rees looks forward to returning 
to the NCAA Division II ranks, which 
strives to give student-athletes a 
better “work-life balance” than Divi-

80s 
Kerry (Knitter) Weipert ’83, Erie, has 

been promoted to the director of Wellness 
and Fitness at Wildwood Athletic Club, 
a hospital-based wellness facility in the 
Orthopedic Institute at the Wildwood Medical 
Center. She is a registered kinesiotherapist. 
Weipert was a graduate assistant in the 
department of kinesiology at the University 
of Toledo and stayed on as a staff instructor 
for 10 years. She worked for CPW Rehab, a 
private physical therapy facility, as a medical 
fitness coordinator and kinesiotherapist with 
a specialization in aquatics for 10 years 
before joining Wildwood Athletic Club last 
September as the clinical program director.

Chris Zimmerman ‘87, Mt. Pleasant, 
has published his fifth Michigan-based 
novel, Juror 55. Zimmerman has sold more 
than 25,000 copies of his previous titles 
and has gained quite a following among 
readers throughout the Midwest. Much like 
his previous four books, Juror 55 has an 
outdoorsy flavor, a suspense-filled plot, and 
a satisfying twist at the end. Copies of his 
books may be purchased online at Amazon.
com or authorchriszimmerman.com

90s
Laura (Madsen) Fitzpatrick ’92, 

Roosevelt Park, is the program manager at 
the Muskegon Community Health Project. 
She was recognized by the Community 
Anti-Drug Coalitions of America (CADCA) 
for her advocacy efforts on behalf of the 
Coalition for a Drug-Free Muskegon County. 
The award was presented on February 10 
at CADCA’s 21st annual National Leadership 
Forum in National Harbor, Md. 

Laura (Nerone) Malburg ’93, East 
Jordan, received her master’s degree 
in social work from Grand Valley State 
University. She works at Munson Medical 
Center in Traverse City.

Robert Vaught ’95, Marshall, has 
received the State of Michigan Alternative 
Education Organization’s Administrator of 
the Year award for the Alternative Education 
program at Marshall High School.

Dana (Mattson) Wilkins ’99, Dafter, has 
received the LSSU Quality Nursing Service 
award from LSSU. The award is generated 
through the LSSU student nurses, who 
agreed that Wilkins deserved the award 
because she has a positive attitude, 
strength, professionalism and intelligence in 
working with patients and their families. 

Jerrard is back with the NHL
Jerrard was a defenseman at 

LSSU from 1983-87 and played 10 
seasons professionally, including a 
brief stint with the Minnesota North 
Stars. He was an assistant coach at 
LSSU for four seasons between 1997-
2002. He was also an assistant for 
two seasons with the AHL’s Hershey 

Bears.
Jerrard has found 

that the NHL game has 
changed since he was 
with Colorado.

“When I was with 
Colorado, it was pre-
lockout,” he said. “Since 
then, the game has 
gotten faster with the 
rule changes…There is 
more freedom for the 
speedier guys, and they 
can be more effective on 
the ice. And the salary 
cap has driven the age 
of the players down.”

Jerrard believes that 
the changes have made the NHL a 
better product.

“I really think it has,” he said. 
“Some of the older guys had been 
around forever and a day. They were 
productive players, but the younger 
ones bring an enthusiasm day-in and 
day-out. They all play at a high level 
and are self-motivated, but we need 
to motivate them to be their best at 
their position and find that balance.

“Every day I learn,” Jerrard con-
tinued. “I don’t think there’s ever 
been a day that I thought I knew it all. 
Every single day I cross paths with 
people from whom I learn. It’s a con-
tinual process. The thing that sticks 
out is the handling of athletes, mo-
tivating athletes. They are all pretty 
smart players at this level. I need to 
find out what makes them tick and 
help them read situations.”

Jerrard and his wife, Cheryl ‘87, 
have two daughters: Catherine, who 
will be a freshman at St. Cloud State 
University, and Meaghan, who is a 
high school freshman. The Jerrards 
still visit Sault Ste. Marie regularly.

“Lake Superior State is a very 
special place and will always hold 
special memories for me,” he said.

Justin Rees named head women’s  
hoops coach

sion I offers, but he hopes to incor-
porate what he learned in Division I 
about intensity and commitment to 
succeed.

“Coach Rees is an exceptional 
coach,” noted veteran coach Tracey 

Dorow of Ferris State. 
“He develops a lifelong 
rapport with prospec-
tive student-athletes 
and their parents. Not 
only does he know his 
Xs and Os, but Coach 
Rees’ instincts to make 
game-time adjustments 
really set him apart 
from other coaches. It 
will be challenging to 
have him sitting on the 
opposing bench after 
working side-by-side 
with him for five years, 
but I am thrilled for 
him and for the Lake 

State women’s basketball players. He 
will bring out the best in them, on 
and off the basketball court.” 

“I’ve spoken to Tracey a lot 
during this process,” Rees said. “She 
was great to work for and I appreciate 
all she’s done to help me get to this 
point. She helped me learn how to 
develop those relationships. There are 
a lot of similarities between the LSSU 
and FSU programs, but less about Xs 
and Os and more about building re-
lationships, building stronger bonds 
with and among student-athletes. You 
learn to respect that and it’s one of the 
reasons I chose to come back to Divi-
sion II. It’s also one of the reasons I 
chose to play Division II. You’re going 
to get more of that family feel at Divi-
sion II.”

Rees has been out of state for four 
years, but has maintained ties with 
Michigan youth coaches.

“I tried to keep my hands in it 
while I was in Maine,” he said. “I 
talked to some AAU players, and had 
some success with that. I always kept 
in touch with AAU coaches. The AAU 
tradition in Michigan is fantastic. The 
best-skilled players I’ve coached have 
come from Michigan, and high school 
programs do a great job too. I want to 
keep Michigan kids in-state.”

Paul Jerrard Justin Rees
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Last January we announced that 
your Alumni Association was offering 
LSSU flags, book covers and pencils to 
alumni who are teachers or who work 
in schools or other areas with youths. 

This program has been so popular, 
we’ve distributed all the book covers, 
but we still have Laker flags and 
pencils available. The goal of this 
program is to increase awareness of 
colleges in general and LSSU in par-
ticular. Ultimately, we hope to help 
recruit more students to LSSU, and 
this program provides an easy way 
for alumni to help. All we ask is that 
you hang the flag in your classroom or 
other public area of the school in which 
you work. Take a photo of your Laker 
flag where it hangs, or pose with the 

Laker teachers get swag for their classrooms
flag and some enthusiastic students, 
and we’ll post your photo on our 
website.

These gifts create the opportunity 
to start a conversation about why your 
students should consider LSSU as they 
pursue their higher education goals. 

For more photos and information 
about this program, go to lssu.edu/
alumni, and scroll down the What’s 
New column. Click on the Gifts for 
Teachers link and fill out the form at 
the bottom of the page.

Those of you who received the 
book covers, we’d love to get your 
feedback. Were they useful? Did your 
students like them and use them? 

Send an email to alumnirelations@
lssu.edu with your comments or give 
us a call at 906-635-6219. 

00s
Brittney Farrell ’08, Chicago, is an 

administrative specialist at Northwestern 
Memorial Hospital.

John Gallant ’01, Englewood, Colo., signed 
with the Washington Power in the National 
Lacrosse League after playing for the Six Nation 
Chiefs. 

Amy (Kemp) Gnagey ’00, Dodge Center, 
Minn., completed a master’s degree in nurse 
anesthesia from the Mayo Clinic College of 
Medicine. 

Chelsea (Bryan) Howson ’07, Watchung, 
NJ, is a high school English teacher in North 
Plainfield, NJ.

Andy Howson ’06, Watchung, NJ, has been 
a charter pilot flying a King Air 90 for Sunnyfield 
Aviation. He recently accepted a new position 
working for Short Hills Aviation, based at 
Morristown Municipal Airport in New Jersey. He 
will be flying a Falcon 50 jet.

Ashley Moroso ’06, Sault Ste. Marie, Ont., 
graduated with a master’s degree in economics 
from Lakehead University in Thunder Bay, Ont. 

Aaron Mize ’02, Los Lunas, NM, is the 
deputy refuge manager at Bosque del Apache 
National Wildlife Refuge in San Antonio, NM. 

Ethan Nayback ’06, Grand Rapids, has been 
working as an athletic trainer at Grand Valley 
State University while completing his master’s 
degree in education.  He is an active member of 
the Michigan Athletic Trainers’ Society (MATS) 
as a co-chair member of the Communications 
Committee and is responsible for the upkeep of 
the MATS website, membership communications 
and the quarterly MATS newsletter. 

Stephanie Roose ’09, Ypsilanti, is a sales 
representative with Cumulus Broadcasting 
in its Ann Arbor office. She is responsible for 
everything from getting leads to selling, writing, 
producing and voicing commercials.

Jamie Rytlewski ’05, Okemos, works at 
Michigan State University at the International 
Business Center as a web programmer.

Ben Skupien ‘04, Falls Church, Va., has 
spent the last three years doing business process 
reengineering for the Department of Homeland 
Security. When not working in Pentagon City, he 
enjoys doing international missions work with 
his wife Jacilyn, going to McLean Bible Church, 
running, and playing hockey. He and his wife are 
currently looking forward to a trip to working with 
impoverished tsunami victims in southeast Asia 
later this year. 

Shiryl Arin (Krol) Trisel ’00, Killeen, 
Texas, was promoted to first lieutenant in the 
US Army. She joined the Army in Sept. 2008, 
was commissioned as an officer in April 2009, 
and branched with Air Defense Artillery/Air 
Missile Defense, where she works with the 
patriot missile systems at Fort Hood. Her unit is 
planning for a deployment to the Middle East at 
the end of 2011.

LAKERS FILL THE C.O. RANKS – Michigan Conservation Officer Chris Simpson ‘94 sent along this photo of 23 Michigan Conservation 
Officers, all of whom are LSSU alumni. The shot was taken at the group’s 2010 fall firearms training camp at Camp Grayling. With approxi-
mately 230 conservation officers in Michigan, that means that 10 percent of them are Lakers. Pictured here are the officers, their year of gradua-
tion and degree.
Front row: Scott Brown ‘95, Marvin Gerlach ‘85, Gary Raak ‘90, Todd Szyska ‘95, Simpson ‘94, Peter Wright ‘89, Mark Ennett ‘84. All but 
Gerlach, a Fisheries and Wildlife Management major, hold degrees in Conservation Law Enforcement.
Second Row: Kevin Postma ‘03, criminal justice, Kyle Bader ‘07 Natural Resources Technology/Criminal Justice, Jay Person ‘95, Conserva-
tion Law Enforcement, Kelly Ross ‘91, Criminal Justice, Mark Papineau ‘01, NRT/Criminal Justice, Jair Kollasch ‘00, Mechanical Engineering, 
Kelly Nightlinger ‘96, CJ/Public Safety, Grant Emery ‘93, Conservation Law Enforcement, Jon Wood ‘96, Criminal Justice.
Third Row: Sean Kehoe ‘91, Conservation Law Enforcement, Brian Lebel ‘98, Fisheries and Wildlife Management, Derek Miller ‘06, Criminal 
Justice, Brian Brosky ‘96, Conservation Law Enforcement, Joe Molnar ‘02, Criminal Justice, Mike Wells ‘93, Conservation Law Enforcement, 
Mike Hammill ‘00, Criminal Justice. Not pictured: Jean (Zelenak) Davis ‘84, NRT/Criminal Justice-Law Enforcement.

Chuck Collini ‘79, Traverse City, poses with his Laker Log overlook-
ing the canals of Venice, Italy in June. Chuck was taking some time off 
from his business, ProForma Printing Advantage in Traverse.

Former Huron Valley volley-
ball club coach and Eastern Michi-
gan University volunteer assistant 
Ben Kaszeta has been named head 
volleyball coach at LSSU.

Kaszeta, 
who ran his first 
spring-league 
practice with the 
Lakers in March, 
replaces 16-year 
head coach Mark 
Engle, who retired 
in February. 
Kaszeta is a high-
energy coach who 
has head coaching 
experience with 
elite players of 
various ages.

“I am very 
much a defen-
sive-minded coach,” Kaszeta 
said. “I believe that defense wins 
matches. A good, disciplined team 
will prevail.”

Kaszeta, who is original-
ly from St. Clair Shores, was a 
volunteer assistant at EMU last 
season and was the Mott Com-
munity College head coach from 
2007-09. His club experience in-
cludes the USA Volleyball Lake-
shore Region High Performance 
team (2009-10), Huron Valley 
(2008-11), Michigan Elite (2004-
08) and Oxford Heat (1998-05). He 
was the head coach of the Huron 
Valley 17 National Team for four 

Kaszeta comes north to coach volleyball
years. He also coached volleyball and 
swimming at several high schools.

Several Great Lakes Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference schools, includ-
ing LSSU, have players that have been 

coached by Kaszeta, who 
is a 2010 graduate of 
EMU.

“There are teams 
within this league that 
are within reach, and to 
start with the simple parts 
of the game I hope to be 
more competitive in those 
matches,” Kaszeta said. 
“In the long run, I can see 
the Lake State program 
competing for a GLIAC 
title. With a few of the 
right parts and a small 
change in the culture, the 
sky is the limit for this 

program.”
Kaszeta was instrumental in a suc-

cessful turnaround at MCC and was 
responsible for scouting and coaching 
the defense at EMU.

“I helped the serve receive and 
made small adjustments to our defense 
to better prepare a game plan against 
our opponents,” he said. “I helped 
with scouting of opponents and all 
other aspects of practice every day.”

By the time you have this issue in 
hand, Laker volleyball will be starting 
its season. The team plays in a tour-
nament at Ferris State Sept. 2-3, and 
its first home games are Sept. 9-10 vs. 
Tiffin and Ohio Dominican. 

Ben Kaszeta

Photo by David Kenyon, DNR Staff Photographer
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Friends we’ll miss
Stacey Lynn Belleau ’00, Belleville, 

married Emery Noel Whitmire August 21, 2010 
at Northwoods Christian Camp in Pickford.

Tyler Buchinger ’10 married Elizabeth 
Straley ’10, July 31, 2010 in Alpena. The 
couple resides in Haslett. 

Caitlin Burton ’08 married Eric Galer ’10 
September 18, 2010 at the Pickford United 
Methodist Church.

Jessica Hirt ’09, Sault Ste. Marie, 
married Jacob Eitrem December 28, 2010 at 

Buoys and Gulls

Joined hands00s 
Madina Turysbekova ’08, East Jordan, 

is a wardrobe stylist at Madina Moda.
Bill Wanrooy ’01, Belmont, founded Epic 

Planks in 2009, making skis and snowboards 
by hand. They will be for sale in some local 
shops this fall. Wanrooy participated in 5x5 
Night in Grand Rapids in June, a competition 
with five presenters, each vying for all or part 
of $5,000 to help make their business idea 
a reality.

Ben Zoppa ’09, Sault Ste. Marie, is a 
chemical engineer at Innovative Composites 
Inc.

10s
Emily Jensen ’11, Hartland, is the 

assistant to the director of E-Commerce at 
Lafontaine Automotive Group.

Michael Kamin ’10, Escanaba, 
graduated from basic military training at 
Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio, 
Texas.

Jameson Mattice ’11, Woodland, is an 
applications engineer at Staubli in Duncan, 
SC.

Patrick Reed ’10, Cass City, is a 
project engineer for Powertrain E/E 
Systems and Sensors at Chrysler. He 
is working as part of a team tasked with 
developing a new transmission for Chrysler. 
Rick Schofield ’11, Pickering, Ont., has 
been signed to a one-year entry-level 
contract for the 2011-2012 season with the 
Anaheim Ducks. 

Erik Justin Bartel ‘96 died February 10 at 
Spectrum Health Butterworth Hospital, with loving 
friends and family at his side. Erik was a lover of 
life, an exquisite cook, a woodsman, craftsman, 
musician, and a devoted husband and father. He 
was 36.

James H. Douglas ’80, Traverse City, died 
March 28 at his home. He faithfully served his 
country with the US Air Force during the Vietnam 
War and was honorably discharged after 20 years 
of dedicated service.

Lynn Marie (Dykowski) Smith Feltis ’86 
died at Hearthside Assisted Living June 5. When 
Lynn came up from downstate Michigan and was 
paired with a U.P. roommate in her freshman 
year, the Yooper-Troll blend made lots of friends 
from both sides of the Bridge who sustained them 
through their college years and beyond. Lynn 
loved the U.P. and Sault Ste. Marie. 

Francis J. Malette ’49, DeTour Village, died 
November 28 at War Memorial Hospital. He was 
a Sault Branch Pioneer who attended the last 
several commencement ceremonies. His studies 
were interrupted by the economy, when he took a 
job sailing on the Great Lakes, and a war, which 
saw him serve as a combat engineer in Korea. He 
joined the Michigan State Police in 1956, serving 
at various posts until retiring from the Sault post 
as a sergeant in 1981. Upon retirement, he and 
his wife, Gladys, moved to DeTour, where he 
was village marshal until 1988. They created and 
managed the local food pantry. He was proud of 
his time at Lake State and, although he never 
mentioned it, he wished he had received a degree 
of some type other than from the School of Hard 
Knocks. 

Michael James Nixon ‘61, Michigamme, 
died February 19 under the loving care of his 
family while he had cancer. After attending the 
Sault Branch, he graduated from Michigan Tech 
in 1973 with a BS in mechanical engineering. He 
served in the US Army during the Vietnam era, 
worked for Cleveland Cliffs and then the Empire 
Mine, from which he retired in 2000 after 24 years 
of service. His hobbies included fast boats, snow-
mobiles and old cars. 

Earl J. “Skip” Quenneville ‘85, Rudyard, 
died February 1 at his home. Skip served in the 
US Air Force during the Vietnam era. He attended 
LSSU after retiring from the USAF in 1975. Fol-
lowing his graduation, he began his second career 
working for the Corp of Engineers at the Soo 
Locks. Skip was an active member of the Veterans 
of Foreign War Post 3676 and enjoyed hunting, 
fishing, travelling with his family, and playing cards.

Frederick Roueche ‘58, Owego, NY, died 
October 31, 2009. A graveside service for the 
former Mackinaw City resident was July 13 in 
Mackinaw City.

Vicky Sue (Chadwick) Roy ’70, Sault Ste. 
Marie, died June 1 after a courageous battle with 
cancer. She enjoyed spending time and sharing a 
special place with her husband in Aruba, watching 
deer come into her back yard, and spending time 
with her family and friends.

Randy G. Sanders ‘90, Brimley, died May 9 
at his home surrounded by his family. He served 
in the US Marine Corps for 12 years and was a 
member of the Marine Corps Reserves. Randy 
enjoyed watching his grandson playing hockey, 
NASCAR, Red Wings, and Packers. 

Robert C. Sheridan ’46, Grosse Pointe 
Park, died March 14, six weeks after his wife, Lois, 
in St. Louis, Mo., after a brief illness. They were 
longtime residents of Gross Pointe Park and long-
time members of Grosse Pointe Memorial Church. 
Robert retired from Rockwell International and 
subsequently worked for Cypress International for 
several years. He received gold medals for service 
to both the American Defense Preparedness As-
sociation and the National Defense Industrial As-
sociation. He was a lifelong member of the Society 
of Automotive Engineers.

Marvin E. Tauriainen ‘57, Pittsboro, NC, 
died at home from congestive heart failure June 
17. His life’s work was in helping people suffer-
ing from drug and substance abuse in Ann Arbor. 
He taught classes at local universities, held family 
interventions and was community relations director 
at the Washtenaw Council on Alcoholism. Marvin 
died exactly 50 years to the day after he married 
his love, Zana Alice Calkins. 

Thomas G. Turcotte ’60, Sault Ste. Marie, 
Ont., died December 22, 2010. He was married 
to Lois for 40 years and proud of his children and 
granddaughters. He had a unique outlook on life, a 
fantastic sense of humor and a passion for sports. 

Thomas Norman Totten Sr. ’48, Burnt Hills, 
NY, died Dec. 24. Born in Big Rapids, Mich., he 
graduated from MCMT in 1952 with a degree in 
mechanical engineering. He was a first lieuten-
ant in the US Air Force, serving in Goose Bay, 
Labrador during the Korean War. He retired from 
the General Electric at the age of 76, following a 
distinguished career as a control systems engi-
neer working on jet engines and gas turbines. He 
enjoyed skiing, fishing, and biking with many of his 
General Electric buddies.

William Joseph “Chip” Harrer ‘58, Sault 
Ste. Marie, died unexpectedly June 9 at his home. 
He was an electrician for many years with Roy 
Electric and later at LSSU.  Chip was a busy vol-
unteer with Sault High sports, where he enjoyed 
coaching and refereeing, and he was a craftsman 
and artist who made jewelry and wind chimes. 

William Glenn Thompson ‘59, longtime 
staffer in the LSSU Physical Plant, died March 
20 at Northern Michigan Hospital following a long 
illness. Bill started at LSSU in 1982 and retired 
in 2006 as the grounds/rink manager. He said he 
enjoyed working with the students and counted 
many of them as his friends. He was a devoted 
husband and father who spent as much time as 
possible in the great outdoors. Among his favorite 
activities were snowmobiling, riding his four-wheel-
er, camping, and deer hunting. 

Andrea (Calamas) Long ’04, Oceanside, 
Calif., is the mother of Liberty Anna Calamas, 
born August 25, 2010. 

Juliana Cox ’87, Sault Ste. Marie, is the 
mother of twins Jaxon Cody and Leonard 
Jamison, born June 8 in Traverse City. They 
join brothers Nicholas and Charles. 

Bryon ’04 and Kristy (James) Kuehn ’04, 
Gilbert, Ariz, are the parents of Zoe Mae, 
born February 19. 

Graham ’08 and Kaleena (Lechowicz) 
Laur ’08, Clarksville, Tenn., announce the 
birth of Julian Christopher, born February 22. 

Ryan Maas ’04 and wife Amy, Traverse 
City, are the parents of Phoebe Rosalia, 
born March 2 at Munson Medical Center in 
Traverse City

A Laker alumnus and his wife had the good 
fortune to have their second child born in Sault Area 
Hospital in Sault Ste. Marie, Ont. It was the first 
baby born in the new facility.

Landon Jace Zelonko was born at 10:34 a.m. on 
March 7 to Laramie ‘09 and Kaya Zelonko one day 
after the hospital opened.

A number of local businesses put together a gift 
package with SAH, including: a Registered Edu-
cation Savings Plan contribution of $500 initially 
and $100 per year for the next five years, courtesy 
of BMO-Bank of Montreal; a “Watch Me Grow” 
baby portrait program package from Brian Tremblay 
Photography; a baby gift basket from Shoppers Drug 
Mart, a $100 gift certificate from the fabulous Arturo 
Ristorante Italiano, a pedicure and manicure gift 
certificate from Spa World and a “Pressions” plaster 
print kit and Oneida baby spoon and fork set from 
Savoy’s Jewelers.

Landon has an older sister, Ella. 
 

Northwoods Christian Camp in Pickford. The 
Eitrems will be moving to Offutt, Nebraska, 
where Jacob will serve in the US Air Force.

Andy Howson ’08 and Chelsea Bryan 
’07 married in July 2009.

Julie Keller ’01, Petoskey, married Adam 
Janiskee in Maui on June 3, 2010.

Cody Maher ’08 and Leslie White ’08 
married September 25, 2010 in Traverse 
City. 

Simon ’03 and Christy (Matheny) 
Meilstrup ’05, Sault Ste. Marie, announce 
the birth of Jordan Elizabeth, born April 18. 
She joins sister Taylor Josephine. 

Peter ’10 and Suzann (White) Pietrangelo 
’07, Sault Ste. Marie, are the parents of 
Samuel Peter, born May 5. He joins brother 
Alessandro.

Tony ‘03 and Jody Kennedy of Bemidji, 
Minn. are the parents of a daughter, Sadie 
Lorraine, born on her great-grandparents’ 58th 
wedding anniversary, Dec. 6, 2010. She joins 
big brother Luke, 3. Tony is employed by the 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
Fisheries Division.

Zelonko baby is first in new Sault, Ont. hospital

Photo courtesy Sault Area Hospital

Dixie Stanley Light Ph.D., 81, former LSSU 
nursing professor, died Aug. 26 in Houston, 
Alaska. She came to LSSU in 1974, shortly 
thereafter helping create the bachelor of science 
in nursing (BSN) program. She helped develop 
the Wellness CARE Center, which now serves the 
campus and public. Light was the center’s director 
until 1990. In addition, she helped establish 
nursing classes through LSSU’s regional centers. 
In 1999, Light and her husband established the 
Dixie Stanley Light and Morton Light Nursing 
Growth Scholarship to benefit working nurses who 
are pursuing a BSN. She is remembered for her 
outstanding ability to teach assessment skills as 
well as her genuine caring for both students and 
the clients they serve. 

Winton “Win” L. Chance

Dixie Stanley Light

Winton “Win” L. Chance, Sault Ste. Marie, 
died June 30. The WW II veteran was not an 
LSSU alumnus, but he and his wife of 51 years, 
Margaret, were longtime Laker Club members who 
donated their significant rock and mineral collec-
tion to the Kemp Mineral Resources Museum. The 
former Edison Sault Electric Company employee 
could often be found fishing on the St. Mary’s 
River. He was buried with full military honors at 
Arlington National Cemetery.



28 29

Messages in a Bottle
In response to LSSU Alumni Director Susan Fitzpatrick’s request for information about the origin of 
Michael’s e-mail address, lakestatedoor@gmail.com

Your curiosity about my e-mail address is fitting for a Lake State graduate. Lake State has 
always been a part of my soul, with its location in the north country, the history, the scent of the 
St. Mary’s River, and the wonderful campus and fantastic life experiences that will always be 
a positive source of strength for me. I named my business Lake State Door because of my deep 
connection to my education at Lake State and my love of this great state of Michigan, the Great 
Lake State! Thanks for asking.
 
Michael J Hart ‘85
Bancroft, Mich. 

I just wanted to share how graduating from Lake Superior State in May immediately 
benefited me. I was working part time for St. Clair County Friend of the Court and finishing 
my bachelor’s degree in criminal justice. I was required to take an internship, which I did last 
summer at the 72nd District Court in Port Huron. After my internship, I kept in contact with the 
probation officers as well as some of the judges.

Upon my return to Port Huron, the chief probation officer informed the chief District Court 
judge that I had received my bachelor’s degree in criminal justice. Within a week of obtaining 
my degree, I was offered a full-time job, complete with benefits, as a court recorder for the 72nd 
District Court. I absolutely love my job and am being exposed to so much in the criminal justice 
field every day.

I am so thankful that even though I was a nontraditional student, everyone in the Criminal 
Justice Department was supportive. Most important, Dean Paige Gordier went above and 
beyond being just a professor and advisor. She was extremely helpful throughout my career at 
Lake Superior State. I am proud to be a Laker graduate and just wanted to share my success 
story! 

Erasmia K. Schrader ‘11
Port Huron, Mich.
 
 
In response to Fitzpatrick when she contacted alumnus Steven Rinella regarding his Travel Channel series 
“The Wild Within.”

Your note really popped out at me because I’m currently writing a chapter of my new 
book on my time at LSSU. In fact, I’ve written about LSSU in both of my previous books, The 
Scavenger’s Guide to Haute Cuisine and American Buffalo: In Search of a Lost Icon. I’ve also 
written about the Soo for Outside magazine, where I’m a correspondent. 

My time there really had a profound impact on me. Probably the most influential four 
months of my life. I hunted and trapped that area pretty heavily, and we used to fish the St. 
Mary’s River incessantly, particularly between 1993-1997.

Steven Rinella
New York, NY 
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2011-2012 Calendar of Alumni Events

    
Lake State After Hours is a gathering of Laker alumni, employees and friends on the first Thursday of every month 
at 5 p.m. at a variety of local establishments. Check the LSSU Event Calendar to see where we are gathering this 
month and come join us!

Laker Fridays are every Friday - wear your blue and gold, wherever you are!
For information about these and other events, write alumnirelations@lssu.edu or call 906-635-6219 

 

October 1 7 p.m.  Laker Hockey at Alabama-Huntsville  Huntsville, Ala.
 1 9:30 p.m.  Laker Alumni post-game social TBA
 4 7:30 p.m.  Kathy Mattea Concert Arts Center
 6 5 p.m.  Lake State After Hours Soo Brewery
 
 14-16 Great Lake State Weekend -- Homecoming LSSU Campus
Friday, October 14
  10 a.m.-6:45 p.m. Registration & Check-In Walker Cisler Center Lobby
  Noon Soo Blueliner Hockey Lunch Cisler Crow’s Nest
  5 p.m. Alumni Tailgate and Faculty Mixer Lukenda Alumni House
        Cook-out for Laker alumni, faculty, families
  6 p.m. Laker Hockey Kick-Off Taffy Abel Arena
  7 p.m. Laker Hockey vs. Michigan State Taffy Abel Arena
  9 p.m. Post-game Ice Cream Celebration Taffy Abel Arena

Saturday, October 15
  8 a.m.-3 p.m. Registration Walker Cisler Center Lobby
  9 a.m. Alumni Association Board Meeting Walker Cisler Alumni Room
  10 a.m. Campus Challenge 5K Fun Run/Walk Norris Center 
  11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Parent & Family Brunch Quarterdeck
  1-3 p.m. Kid’s Kollege (ages 6-15) Crawford Hall 209
  1:30 p.m. Planetarium Show (Tentative) Crawford Hall Planetarium
  2:30-4 p.m. Aquatic Research Lab Tour  Arts Center for shuttle
  3:30 p.m. Meet the President reception Walker Cisler Superior Room
  4:30 p.m. Alumni Awards Banquet Walker Cisler Superior Room
  5 p.m. Pre-game Bash and BBQ Student Activity Center
        Free food, music, inflatables and more 
  7 p.m. Laker Hockey vs. Michigan State Taffy Abel Arena
  10 p.m. Pub Crawl with drink specials for Lakers Downtown Sault Ste. Marie

Sunday, October 16
  11:30 a.m. SAILS Alumni Reunion Brunch Walker Cisler Crow’s Nest
 
November  
 3 5 p.m.  Lake State After Hours Downtowner

December
 1 5 p.m.  Lake State After Hours Captain’s Pub, Ojibway Hotel

2012
January 
  5 5 p.m.  Lake State After Hours Cooper Gym w/basketball
 21 7 p.m.  Laker Hockey at Michigan State  Munn Arena, Lansing
 21 9:30 p.m.  Laker Alumni Post-game Social Trippers on Frandor
 28 All day  Basketball Alumni Reunion Norris Center
 29 7 p.m.  Laker Alumni at Soo Greyhounds Game Essar Center, Sault, Ont.
  



Office of  Alumni Relations
Lake Superior State University
650 W. Easterday Avenue
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
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Visit your local Secretary of State Branch Office 
or call Lake Superior State University at 906-635-2831. 

A portion of the proceeds goes to LSSU for alumni programs and initiatives.
Pay by mail, fax, or in person.Visit www.michigan.gov/sos for more information.

MICHIGAN

Lake Superior State University

Join the LSSU Alumni Association as a 

friend or alum for $30 and get your  

University license plate for free!

For more information, contact the Alumni Association at 

alumnirelations@lssu.edu or 906-635-2831

or check out our website: www.lssu.edu/alumni


